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READER^ 



) IrjISHOP GJSTREVs Christian Ife- 

JLJ STiTUTES feemed to me fo excellent a book j 
and fo admirably calculated to teach the truths 
as it is in Jesus, that I have often wifhed it 
was more generally read, and more univerfally 
known. I thought that felefting the fundamen- 
tals of our holy religion, according to the plan 
of that pious author, and treating of them under 

^ feveral heads, in the words of fcripture^ as much 

as poflible, might be ufeful to all •, and efpeci- 
ally be a prefervative to youth in thefe times of 
infidelity, and great inattention to the facred 
oracles. This, it was imaginedj would exhibit 
the truejl body of found divinity, and prevent 
men being carried away with every wind of doc- 
trine: and in particular fecure young perfons 
from the fatal contagion of error, as well as 
lay the foundation for farther enquiry into the 
articles of our moft holy faith in the future part 
of their liveSi 

If the following eflays containing an abftraft 
of chriftian doftrine and duty fhould contribute 

B to 



ii. Advertise>ient* 

to the advancement of chrillian knowledge ^nd 
praftice, the compiler of them will rejoice that 
he hath been in any meafure inftrumental to the 
incrcafe of the true kingdom of Cbriji^ in the 
hearts and afFe&ions of men. 
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The Master to bis Scholars. 



My dear Boys, 

YOU are fent to me for inftruftion. As a 
chriftian fchool-mafter I do not think that 
the whole of my duty confifts in inftrudling you 
in clajjical learnings and therefore cannot dif- 
charge my own confcience, or ad: up to tlie 
great truft committed to me, without diligently 
mforming you of the momentous truths of our holy 
religion^ and endeavouring to poflefs your tender 
minds with a fpirit of piety, and a fenfe of the 
duty you owe to God, your neighbour, and 
yourfelves, ■ ■ The claflic authors you read 
in fchool come recommended to the ingenious 
fcholar by every ornament, which purity of Ian- 
^age, ftrength of genius, and perfection of art 
can beftow. But at the fame time they arc 
fraught with the grojfeft abfurdities in religion, 
and convey either a moft corrupted^ or at beft a 
very imperfeSl fyftem of morality. It is my duty 
therefore to warn you, and your's to take heed 
that you do not, thro' too great an admiration 
of them, adopt their falfe principles, and to- 
gether with the elegance or their ftile imbibe 
their errors and atMurdities. The bed way to 
be lecured from any wrong biafs in this refpe6t, 
is to be well grounded in the Truths of Cbrif- 
tianity. Tbefe will lead you to fee and pity the 
ignorance even of the greateft matters ot learn- 
ing in the moft polifh'd age of the heathen 
world ; and convince you that human reafon^ un 

B 2 ajjifted 
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(ifftjled by revelation^ is infufficient to lead mankind 
into th^ true knowledge of God and qf them- 
fclves, or to diicover the chief gpod and great 
end of man. The revelation of God contained in 
the facred books of fcripture will convey to your 
minds fuch real and important truths, as, if duly- 
attended to,' will, with the divine bleffing, baffle 
all the efforts of infidelity: will fettle in your 
minds fuch principles as will tend to produce an 
aftive obedience to the will of God : and pro- 
mote in you a grateful fenfe of the advantage of 

being Chriftians. To inform your minds 

in this ejfential rcfpeft, and to induce you to 
read the fcriptures of truth is the purport of the 
following elTays, which I beg you ferioufly and 
attentively to perufe: humbly praying to God, 
that together with the acquifition of human know- 
ledge, he may make you wife unto falvation, and 
that you may " daily increafe in his holy fpirit 
*' more and more 'till you come to his everlafl- 
f ' ing kingdom." 
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THE 



INTRODUCTION, 



THE foundation of all true religion muft be 
laid in a right knowledge of God. Be- 
fore we can pray to God as we ought, fubmit to 
be taught by him, depend on his goodnefs, or 
rely on his truth, we muft be convinced not 
only that *HE IS, but likewife that he is a re- 
warder ef thofe that diligently feek him\ and that 
he is moft wife, powerful, true, juft and holy. 
Now the word of God exprefsly afferts that ^the 
world hy wifdom knew not God: and the cafe of 
thofe nations, who had in a great meafure loft 
the knowledge of the true God, originally im- 
parted to the firft parents of mankind, may fhew 
us, that man could not attain this knowledge of 
God from himfelf or from his own reafon. A- 
midft all their improvements in philofophy, their 
admired progrefs in every human fcience, the 
firft truths of religion were totally hid from them: 
• for having adopted falfe principles, their reafon- 
ings from them, tho' confefledly juft, led them 
to a ftill greater diftancc from the truth. Hence 
we are not furprifed to find, after all their re- 
fearches on this fubjecl, even at ^ Athens the 
feat of learning, an altar inicribed — To the un- 
known GOD. 

The fcriptures alone contain the truth, as they 
^lone contain the rcvelacion ot God to man up- 
on 



[vi. 1 

on this important fubjed. The nature and at* 
tributes of God could only be made known to 
man by God himfcif, as they arc confeffedly be- 
yond the line of human underflanding: and al} 
that is necefiary for us to be acquainted with con- 
cerning them was originally vouchlafed to man, 
and was by immediate inspiration recorded in 
God's word. 

As the fcriptures then are the fountain of 
knowledge in this relped; as from them are 
learnt the nature and attributes of God, the pa- 
ginal formation of man, his fall through fin, his 
redemption by grace, the means of iecuring aa 
intereft in this redemption, and the duties in- 
cumbent on the redeemed of the Lord; fo tht 
following eflays are built on the fcriptures alone' 
as their ground work. Nothing is therein wil- 
fully aflcrted, which is not to be proved from 
thence : and they are humbly intended to pro- 
mote the (:aufe of our common chriftianity, an4 
to exhibit fuch a fyftem of faith and pradice as 
is taught us inj^the word of God, and incumbent 
on every one, who calls himfelf a Chriftian, to 
receive. 

ESSAY 
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E S S A Y L 

On the Nature of G O D. 

IT is revcakd to us in fcripturc, that there is 
but *one God, — that *He is a Sprite and 
confequently «invilible to us. , Yet notwithftand- 
ing the unity of the divine nature, the fame 
fcripture declares in general a ^plurality in the 
divine eflence, and in particular confi;ies that 
plurality to ^Three, and plainly propofes to 
our faidi the FATHER, SON, and HOLY 
GHOST, as the fole objeS of divine worfliip. 
——-However incomprehenlible the manner of 
the divine exigence thus defcribed may be to 
human thought, yet as we have undoubted evi- 
dence that the divine Spirit is the author of thefc 
revelations, and as He cannot poffibly contradiA 
himfelf, wc ought to conclude, that any diffi- 
culty we find in comprehending the nature of 
God thus revealed to us arifes fokly from the 
weaknefe of our finite capacities. ^Can we iy 
fearcbing find out God? Can we find out' the Al^ 
mighty tt) ferfeSion? ^ Such knowledge is too wonder- 
ful/or us^ it is bigb^ we cannot attain unto it. 

Our duty in this refpeA, as well as the highelt 
perfeftion of human reafon, is to receive and 
humbly believe what God hath thought fit to 
reveal concerning himfelf : and to fearch into 
the divine native no farther than God hath re- 
veled himfelf CO ti8« It bdioves us to acknow> 
ledge and worihip ao other but this ONE GOD, 

cba- 



a On the Nature of God. Ess; ii 

charafterlzed as FATHER, SON and HOLY 
GHOST : to ferve him with a true and fpiri- 
tual worfliip: " to love the Lord our God, 
*' with all our heart, with all our foul, and 
" with all our ftrength, and to ferve him truly 

*^ all the days of our lite." 

* 

E S.S A t 



» />/»/. vi. 4. Hear, O I/rael, the Lord our God is 0N£ 
Lord, Seelikewife Dm//, iv. 35. ^Jobniv, 24. 

, ^ Hcb. xi. 27. 1 Tim, vi. 16. John i. 18. — v. 37. 

^ The plurality in the divine eflence evidently appears from 
the plural noun ufed in fcripture for the one Jehovah, and 
generally conneded with that incommunicable name. It is 
the firft defcriptive name of God mentioned in the bible : 
which » as it is undoubtedly plural, the Divine Spirit would 
not have uied, had there not been a plurality of perfons in the 1 

divine eAence, unlefs we can fuppoie it was his intention to 
lead us into error. 

^ Numb, vi. 24, 25, 26. The Lord hlefs thee and keep thee: 
the Lord make his face tojhineupon thee and he gracious unto 
the : the Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon thee, 
and gi've thee peace. If v\. i. compared with Re<v, iv. 8. 

^ Mat.xxv'm. 19. Go ye therefore and teach all nations 
haptixing thtm in tl^e Name of the Father^ and the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghofi, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. i Johnv, 7. 

K Job xi. 7. * Pf, cxxxix. 6. 
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E $ S A y H. 

On the attributes of GOD. 

I.T 'is repealed to us in fcripture, that God is 
^eternal and unchangeable, and that ^he is 
ffefint in all places, and^knows idt^ngs. No- 
thing is ^d ^on^ jii;5 figjkt. f Pur ,mq& j^crct 
thoughts lie open tp lu$.view» as .WW as' our 
public actions, and he fees evefy imagination of 
bur hearts. MoreoVer we arc affur?a'that' (jod 
is infinite in ^wifdqmy fd ai^'to difp<^ all things 

as i$mQ& right a^dfif : in^nuein ^ power ^ 

•fo as toJbe able to ^ all things ; ■ i nimite in 
fgoodnefSy fo ias to love alrnben ;— -^infi^hite in 
s mercy J fo as to be willing that all fhould come 
to the knowledge of the truth, and be faved \ — 
infinite in ^juftice^ fo as to judge and reward all 

men according to their works; infinite in 

^trutbf as being truth itfelf, and faithful in every- 
thing he hath promifed; — and infinite in ^bolinefs^ 
as being abfolutely holy in his own natyre, and 
delighting in thofe that are pure in hearty and 
keep tbemfelve^ unfpotted from the world. 

It is our duty to adore the perfeftions of the 
divine nature; to have a conftant guard over our 
thoughts, words and actions, as knowing that 
God is prefent with us in all places and at all 
times; to fubmit to his wifdom, who orders all 
things as is moft right and beft for us ; to mag- 
nify his power, who is able to perform all things; 
to rely on his goodnefs, who loveth us with the 

C afFec- 
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4 On the attributes of God. Ess. II. 

afFeflion of a father ; to fear his juftice ; to de- 
pend on his jtruth and faithfulnefs ^ and to imi- 
|:ate, as fai* as human frailty will permit, his ho- 
Jinefs, who requires us to be holy as he is holy^ 
and pure in all our life and converfadon. 

ESSAY 
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* If, xliii. 13. /y*. di. 2 $9 26, 27. MaL lii. 6,^ 
^Pf. cxxxix. 2 — 10. Prov. XV. 3, 

^If, Ixvi. 18. Heb^ iv. 13. 

* Job. xxxviii. 36. i Tim. i. 17. 
^Pf, Ixii. II. ^ xxvi. 4.* 

*Pf, cxzxvi. I John iv. 8. 9, lO. Jam. i. 17. 
« I Tim. ii. 4, 5, 6. */ipr.ix. 24. ^(5j xvu. 31. 

iJViKM. xxiii. 19. M7//.xxiv. 35. Heb.±.zi^ Rev.ify. 3* 
l^^m/. xix. ;?. /y. cjdv. 17. If. xliii. 14, 15. 
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E S SAY III. 

On the nature of man ^ Ins original formation 

and Jiate. 

NEXT to the true knowledge of God, the 
knowledge of ourfejves is neceilary. if 
we are ignorant of what we are compounded) 
what abilities we have to lerve God, what rela- 
tion we ftand in to him, and for what ends we 
were ient into the world, we mull of courfe be 
ignorant of the duty we owe to God our Creator, 

Preferver and Redeemer. Now this know* 

ledge we can only attain from the revelation of 
God ; becaufe He, that created, formed, redeem* 
ed and daily preferves us, can alone inform us 
of our relation to him, of the abilities he has 
endued us with, and the great ends he had in 
creating, preferving and redeeming us. 

An enquiry then from fcripture into the ori- 
ginal ilace of man what it originally was, and 
what it is at prefent , whether it has been altered, 
and: by what means, muft ever be proper and 
ufeful. 

As to the original formation and Hate of man, 
we are informed in jTcripture that he was ^created 
by God in bis own image ; — that he is compofed 
of two parts, ^a body formed out of the duft of the 
ground^ and a fpirit breatb'd into him immedi- 
ately from God, and fo of an immaterial and 
immortal nature. — Hence too we learn that 
*man was intended for fociety: .male and female 

C 2 having 



6 / On the natttrexif man^ &c. Ess. IIL 

having been alike creatqd by Gop, ;*and joined 
together in the ftridfeft bond of Carriage. Man 
was undoubtedly created in fuch perfeftion of 
underftagdihg as to be jcapable of being inform^ 
by his creator : and the improvement he made 
from this information appears from his ^giving 
names to all cattky and to, the fowl of the qivy^ai^d to, 
'every beajl of ibe field. He was ehdued likewilfe 
With great power, as havmk ^domnton ^iven -nim 
by C5ob over 'every UviHg thing that inovid on ihk 
earth: arid the u^rightnfefe of ill Kis faculties iti^ 
pejars from his being inade in the imagld of God, 
The n;iari thus h'ohl^ and « uprightly formed; 
»ii^as placed in z dyightfol garden planted by 
God hiififelf : yet fo placed as to be m a ftate of 
trial and probation. »The tree ofihe knowledge of 
'good and evil \ic was hot to eat of: if Ke dif- 
<)beyecj and did eat of it, the puhiflinierit was, 
^c^ jbdlt furely die, . 

This is the only accouHt of man's origina!* 
ftate. Ai man was cbmpounded of two parts, 
a foul arid a body intimately united, we ,may 
learn that the duties incumbent on him muft ne- 
ceflarily have been twofold; referring to each 
6f his conftituent pirts. He was not all lj)irit, 
and therefore his obedience could not be purely 
Ipiritual : he confifted of a loiil as well as i body, 
therefore the injunctions tb be given could not 
be merely carnal. As man's outward fenfes wfere 
the means of applying to his underftanding, fo 
what God enjoined, arid what man was to ob- 
serve were outward ordinances in reference to, 
and as figns of fpiritual graces. Moreover in 
this account of man's original ftate wc do not 

find 
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Ess. IIL On the fiafure of man, &c. 7 

find any mention of a law of nature ading in* 
dcpcndently/tff. the iiiformafioij of God, but we 
fee man immeaiately aner His creation receiving 
ftoftrudion and laws frpm his almighty creator. 
And we Bif blSIfcry* tod, thdt iRe advaritagBk 
of fociet^ Weit bt%htaUy intei^ed by God and 
enjoyed by man -, not left to be then attended to, 
^hen irapihe^ violence and bloodflidd fed tiieh Cb 
lee and eihbrace them*. , 

Ffence let us learn t?o extol the divine good- 
neis . and wiidbni; which origipajly intended us 
lor happinefsi had not man in his tale of trial 
rebellioufly diibbey^ the divine command. 

ESSAY 



*Gefr, i. 27. . . 

^Gen. ii. 7. Prov. xx. 27. Jot Xxxl. t. 

•Gen. ii 18. *(?«r. 2. 22, ij, 24. 

iGffi. ii. i9» 2o« 'Gen. i. 28. *&• m 29, 

^Gen. ii. S, 9, and on. ^ Gm. ii. 17. 
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E S S A Y IV. 

On the fall of man, and the confequences of it^ 
in the frji ages of the world. 

HO W long man continued in the ftate of 
innocence he was created in we know not. 
However we have a ftriking account in fcrip- 
ture of his fall, and the wretched confequences 
of it. That old Serpent called the devil or Satan 
in the form of an » animal ferpent deceived our 
firft parents by tempting Eve the weaker veflel 
to difobey the divine command. She hearkning 
to his crafty infinuations, and taking upon her- 
felf ^to determine concerning God*s prohibition 
from her own fenfes and reafon, took of the 
fruit of the forbidden tree and did eat^ and gave 
alfo unto her hufband with her- and he did eat. 

The confequences of their difobedience imme- 
diate appeared. ^ Their eyes were opened^ not* to 
fee that they were as Gods, as the devil had flat- 
tered them, but to know themfelves naked^ de- 
ftitute of the divine favour, and fubje6l to God's 
wrath. The fenfe of fin appeared in their guilty 
faces, when they ^hid themfelves from the prefence 
of the Lord God : and they foon perceived the 
mifery of their fallen ftate by the curfe pronoun- 
ced upon themfelves, and upon the earth for their 
fakes. — Thus the firft Parents of mankind fell 
from their innocence ; and hereby becoming re- 
bels againft God and his authority they forfeited 
the happinefs defigned for them ; and * were dri- 
ven 
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vcn out from that earthly paradife wherein God 
himfelf had plac'd them. 

The human nature thus corrupted by tranf- 
greffion fbon difcovered it's lofs of the divine 
image, when • Cain fhed the innocent ^lood of his 
brother Abely becaufe he was more righteous than 
himfelf. And after the fucceffion of about ten 
generations, ^ God faw the wickednefs of man was 
great in the earthy and that every imagination of 
the thoughts of bis heart was only evil continually ^ 
and it repented the Lord that he had made man 
on the earthy and it grieved him at his heart. And 
in order to give all ftiture ages a lading example 
of his juftice in punifhing obdurate and irreclaim- 
able finners, and of his goodnefs in preferving 
the virtuous and godly, « he fent a deluge of 
waterSy which deftroyed every living fubflance which 
was upon the face of the ground both man and cat^ 
tie and the creeping things, and the fowls of the 
heaven : and only eight perfonsy Noah and his 
family, who had preferved themfelves innocent 
in the general depravity, and the creatures that 
were in the ark with him remained alive. 

But the original corruption was fo deeply 
rooted in the human heart that even this furpriz- 
ing judgment could not keep the children of 
men in obedience. The defcendents of this fame 
Noahy who had been fo wonderfully preferved, 
foon forfook the Lord their God-, and were 
preparing to build a ^ city and a tower y whofe top 
[might reach] to heaven -y defigned perhaps as a 
temple to fome objedt of falfe worfhip •, had not 
God in wifdom miraculoufly intcrpofed, and /? ^z- 

tered 



tiered thoff ab^oa^ from tpe^f^ fifop tp^ facf fif ^(f 
the earth. 

From this biftory we ought u> ;refle^ pjii the 

great folly and ingratitu|Je of oiir firft parent ia 
lus rebelling acamft the.ir crjcator, an(J aifoiiey; 
jng his will. 4^nd hence we in ay jearn jhc jgrip^^ 
^vickednefs pf fetting up b^ur oyn iiriaginatibn^ 
againft the divine commands, ^naxevef 7jGbi> 
comqiands us to do or ab^ain ^f9T^ is abfolutdy 
to be fabmittcd to, now 4ifagreeajble focyer jt 
piay be to our inclinations, or how jriuch foeyejr 
pur own reafon oiay be unable to fee the'pjropri- 
j?ty of the commaAd or inhibition. Our hap- 
pinefs depends on bur fubpniflibn to Jlf pp's jwu), 
and our mifery both here and hereafter riiuft ne- 
ceflarily be the confequence of bur ppjpbfitipii to 
God and his commands. 

E S S Ay 



V U 



t 



• G^ff.iii. 1 — 6. * Gen. iii. 7. 
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ESS AY V. 

On theprefem corrupted Jiate rf ntaiu 

TH E fcripture defcribes the mifery of the 
preient ialka ftate of man in the follow^ 
ing terms.— In coniequence of the original tranf-* 
grcffibn he Is fubjed (9 heathy and tfven whilft 
he lives is liable to trouble, pain, and ficknefs^ 
and many other frailties* In rcfpedl: of his mind 
he i» rfcf^fented as ntifi^ably ^ Ignorant in the 
things of God \ and we are aiTured that all th^ 
^wiidon^ and knowledge he has by nature is fool* 
ijhnefs with God : that ht\%^ Mmi in regard to 
Spiritual t-hings and fo weak in this re^o:, that 
lie ii not ^f^tenf of bifHfdfto think any thing 
tis ofhimfelf; and farther thath^ is ^iflyolved ii|[ 
(uiy the An of i^s firft patents, and in confer 
quenctf of that int sAual fin : that he hath » 
gone apraj like ajheep that is Ibfi :^ " That fre has 
*' done fo many things he ought not to do, and 
** left undone fo many he ought to have done, 
" that he muft confefs himfeif a miferable fin- 



" ner." 



This condition of our fallen nature ought to 
teach us a truly ferious humility of foul. How 
can we do otherwife than in deep forrow of fpirit 
confefs our fins to Almighty God, and own to 
him that ^in us dwelleth no good thing. Ei^cially 
when we ^1 know by fatal experience the truth 
of this de&ripjtiod of natural corruption g^ven by 
the fpirit of Goo. We know thac ' in matq things 

D no 
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we offend all: We know, if wc will ackiiowledgi& 
it, our vilenefe, miieiy and frailty, the corrup- 
tion of our hearts, and our natural averfion to 
the things of Gop. Therefore let us with the 
humble publican in great humility of heart cry 
out, ^ God be merciful to usfinners. 

ESS AY 
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E S SAY VI. 

On our condition in regard to God in ajiate 

of nature. 

TH E human nature is corrupted according 
to the defcription before given-, the truth 
of which we all "feel in our breads. We cannot 
but be fenfible of the **blindnefs of our under- 
Ilandings, efpecially in the things that relate to 
God and eternity : we have frequent occafion to 
lament the perverfenefs of our wills, ^nd the mif- 
placing of o\xv aflfeftions, fo that we choofe not 
what tends to the glory of God, and our own 
trye happinefs; we do not love the Lord our 
God with our whole heart -, rather, our afFedlionsr 
are fixed almoft entirely on fenfual things. We 
love the world and the things therein inftead of 
God ; we fear the difpleafure of man, more than 
the anger of the Almighty, and feek fpr happi^ 
nefe in fepfual enjoytnents, not in the favour of 
the ever-livipg God. 

And this corruption proceeds from a real taint 
contrafted by original, and ihcreafed by perfonal 
fin. «0«/ of the human heart unfanftified by 
divine grace, proceed evil thoughts. We are af- 
fured there is ^ none that doth goody no not one ; 
and hence the ""fcripture hath .concluded all under 
fin. Now as holinefs, purity^ and juftice, are 
the undoubted attributes of Gto^ we cannot in 
this corrupted ftate have any claim to the di- 
vine favo^^. We are, as the words of truth de- 

D 2 f^ribe 
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fcribe us, ^enemies to God hy our wicked deeds^ and 
fo alienated in 0ur minds and nffeSions from the life 
of God, as to be dead in trefpaffes and fins. 

Moreover fin hath fubjedbed us to the » aveng- 
ing juftice of Gop» who v)ill rm^r to evity man 
according to bis deeds. An inimortal foul under 
the conftant and unatoned difpleafure of his 
God, cannot be othcrwife than eternally niifer- 
iftble 5 fo that ^tbe zv/iges of fin is eternal as weH as 
temporal deatl>, as putting the finner at an ecer<- 
Tisl reparation frgm the fopntain of life and hap^ 
nefs. Where then (hall man find an atonement 
to infinite juftice offended? Alas! it will coft 
more to redeem a foul than he can give, fo that he 
mufi let that alone for ever, 

5uch is the true condition of our prefeht cor- 
rupted nature. In fuch a ftate we are feparated 
from infinite goodnefs, purity, and hblinefs, and 
the unhappy objects of God 3 difpleafure to all 
eternity. 

But let not this awful truth hurry us into def- 
pair. Let it rather prornfi; us to humble our- 
felv^s before the throne of God*s infinite majefty, 
confefling our own inability to procure our own 
falvation, and praying him to accept us by thofe 
means which he h^s appointed. 

ESSAY 

' - . 
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ESS AY vn. 

On mvii ridemptim pnmifidy und cw^ieated 

by Jesus Christ. 

r 

WE have uken a fhort view of the nature 
of God, of the original ftaite m which 
man wa$ created, and of the miierable condicioa 
he is in by hi^ own difobedienoe. Let us pro* 
ceed to confider the infinite mercy of God m re- 
deen^ng him out of this miiery. 

The facred oracks reveal to us, *that God in 
his. eternal councils before the world was^ had 
provided a ranfom for men in cafe they feU from 
that innocence he fliould create them in. The 
purport of this council was ceit^nly this; ^that 
in cafe of man's difobedience, the divine juftice 
woqld fuf&r itfelf to be appeafed by the inter- 
vention of the f€4;iHd divine perjim^ who in the 
fulnefs of time taking upon him the human na* 
ture, fhould in that nature perform the entire 
obediefice required of man^ and, tho' without 
iin hinifelf, (hould fubmit to death the punifli- 
ment of fin, and thereby pay a ranfom of infi* 

nite value for the fons of men. And that, in 

order to redify the depravity of the human na^ 
ture, contra(5ted by fuch fall, the third divim 
ferfon^ ""the Holy Spirit, by his illumination, 
^d influence on the hearts of men would fanAify 
all thofe who fhould humbly accept the rsuifom, 
and render them a holy pe;oplc to God. 

This 
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This amazing inftance of tJivine love Was ac- 
tually notified to man immediately after his fall, 
God in pronouncing the curfe on the ferpent for 
feducing the woman, declares, ^ I will pit enh 
unity between thee and the woman, and between thy 
feed and her feed y it Jball bruife thy head, and thou 
fhalt bruife bis heel: that is, itftiall deftroy the 
power-— the head of the ferpent which is the de- 
vil; and thou fhalt bruife his heel, the ii^fcrior 
part, die humanity of this bleffed feed. So 
that the purport of this promife was, that the* 
Tiow the devil the great adverfary of God and 
goodnefs had feemingly gained hi:s point, in pre- 
vailing on man to join him in his rebellion, yet 
^ time fhould confie, when One of the feed of 
this woman, whom h^ had feduced, fhould de- 
ftroy his po^^r and utterly undo what he had 
done •, tho* the devil fhould be per|nitted to per- 
fecute him in his human nature even to death. 
This primary promife of redemption was * re- 
newed at various times to the holy men of old, 
who were taught to lopk forward to the day of 
Chrifl ; ^who faw it through faith, and were glad: 
» and the future facrifice of Chrifth body was in 
a very particular manner exhibited to the faith 
oi Abraham^ ^ poflerity, by the command of God . 
to him to ofer up his only fon Ifaac. 
' In truth, that God*s gracious purpofe fhould 
be made khown'to men, *a fyflem of religious 
worfhip was eftablifhed, with rites and ceremo- 
nies expneflive of what the redeemer incarnate 
fhould do and fuffer: and *^his prophets, whom 
he from time to time raifed up among his people, 
were commifEaned to declare the great bleflings^ 

which 
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which wopki attend the MsssiAH's coming; najr 
to ipoint out the very idme of his appearing. ; So. 
that about the time of our faviour's incarnatioq, 
the Jewsvfcve in full expeftation of their Moffi^th's 
appearance; and the * various perfons who aibout 
that time affumed that charafter are evident 
proofs that the notion of :a mighty deliverer HiU 
fubiifbed among theoi* Their falfe gloiTes upon 
fcripture, thek captivity:, and the circumftance 
of dieir groaning under the Roman yokQ^ had ior 
deed concurred to make ithem expe<3: a mighl^jr 
temforal deliverer, who fhoiild reinftate them, U 
the great dignity of their fore- fathers ; but yet 
their being universally poflels'd with this expec- 
tation, was a proof that the prophecies relating 
to this great event, were univejrfally acknQW- 
ledg'd and believ'd, however wrong their opinioa 
pf the mode of it mighj: be« 

But the knowledge of the great promiie of i>e- 
demption was not confined to thole, who were 
honoured with the name of God's peculiar peor 
pic. As this promife was given to the firft pa- 
rents of mankind, it diffufed^ itfeif through all 
their pofterity. An event fo great in itfelf ^nd 
fo intercfting to man, could not be obliterotecj^ 
and muft ever be conne^fted with the notion of a 
God. Accordingly the heathens, who, after 
theconfufion at Bab^l^ had by degrees fallea from 
the true religion, and had formed to themfelves 
^^ods ma^ and lords many^ and worfhipped all 
the hoft of heaven, ftill preferved evident traces 
of the great reftitution in their n^ytbology. 
Their numerous troops of inferior deiti^s^ their 
^im-gadsy and heroes^ evidently referred to the 

vuibtd 
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« 

meihQi of God'i dealing with men by ^mt^at&r\ 
and their f&bks nghtty underfVood, point out 
thi^ir ^TTpedtatton ofme deity's taking human M'^ 
ture upon him, and therein perfoJrming fpme 
great actions. Th^ various intercdurfes of theif 
gckis with men in human fhape, the labours and 
4ix^l<sitS of ihtfins of yupiSiTj and theii^ affiimp^ 
Cion into the number of their gods, carry with 
thfem fuch ftrong marks of the original p'smife 
handed down by tradition, that they can be fup^ 
pofed to proceed from no other ftnirce than the 
revelation of a redeemer to the firft parents of 
mankind, and of the incarnation tA the fen (f 
God in the fulnels of fime, the G$d'inany who 
after ftoflfering in our nature, arid thcf-ein pen- 
forming the great Work of man's redemption 
Ihould afcend into heaven, arid be feated on the 

right-hand of God. r-The rkes too p^ac- 

tifed in the Worftiip of the gods 6f the hieions, 
.fpeak the fame truth. The ablutions, puriiica- 
tions, and liiftratidns plainfy declared the cor* 
mption of the human nature, arid the heceffity 
of ifts bcin^ cleanled bcfote it could be admitted 
into the prefencc of the deity. Arid the' tiniveri 
fal ufe of expiatory facrifices, with fofiicient 
cleamefs esrprefles their expeftation of an atone^ 
mcnt to ht made by blood. 

How much focver the heathens hiay be fup- 
pofed to have loft the appUcatien oS thfcir fables 
and tfeir rites to the true objed, irt indeed they 
had ; yet it cannot be confidered but as an ex- 
traordinary providence, that the method of r^- 
dempthn Ihould be fo remarkably prefetved in 
the whok world 5 which without doubt paved 

the 
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the vHtf iot xtit thitk ^hen pr6pbled to th^hi. 
*Tlift ^mnifig of the esaftera Magi ta JerufsMii 
dir«£tftl thkhef by the af^pCArance df a Aai^, at 
tbt tifiie of oror fai^r's biithy is a ftill demcm^ 
fttutiM that the Gimiks haA alfiong. them a tra^ 
dmbn fshdtc Ibisie greai delivered QdotAd ariie o<it of 
^mtea. Bw fiif^fil]^ wc heUi not tbii remark^; 
aU€ tdtimon^ fecofi&d in the fcripture»; yet 
their ovrti wridii^ adeft ihe fame. . The fafnboi 
J^fB ichgue (f Virgilj #roce about thid ttiiii^ is i 
ftatK&ig argoment in fupport of this aflaiioii. 
^be ftooVauoo of all things upon the birth of 
* child the ofi^ffMg cf the gods^ firaivded <Mi 
die pwpfiecfei of fl^ Cuilufan Sybils and deter^ 
flukied in the cocmcil of the firtes^ is t^re ^epre^^ 
ftfMd in fo wmatkabte a itiaMer^ and in tcs'iM 
lb eotifenanr to the profhetical words of die iih 
ijpiAsd pttfimeiiy as c^ escite our aditiirattoft aokl 
jurprize; The grand crudi bieaks forth frMt 
amidft tkecknidsof psq^fobfe^ urith fiich won- 
derful force^ as t^ obti^tis to confefi the reatit]^ 
of a tiadkiOA cdhcemtng "^fbe iifiu of all nafimsi 
and to adoie the goodneB of Goo ki prefewkig 
fame monmieiia of his pcomft amtdft the grofr 
dt coriviptioni^ mA in ptepatmg the wajr for t&e 
Iwfii^Kedl heaifcms so reeeirc the ^fim ift^hH* 
0itfik^ ^Om btjkimid atift ioiik biaHng in bis 
i»hp.* ^ ' « ■ "T Bas (hs atcoitioii of aH mankiiidE 
was hi finm degreeenga^d to the acknowledge 
amir of Gd^'s ga(tdM& : in an eSptdaLl mannei^ 
God's chofen people were tailed upon to lode 
through the rices of theif law, td tli^ important 
truths couched under thefe flbadows. 
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. When thje fulnefs of time came, that the gra- 
cious purpoie of man*s redemption was to be 
fully compieated, rthe eternal tVord was made 
fie/by and took our nature upon him. This re- 
deemer was named h Jesus, iecaufe be was to fave 
bis people fr$m tbnr fins\ and was acknowledged 
the Son of God by an 'audible voice from heaven, 
faying, ibis is nrj beloved Son^ in wbom I am well 
pleafed\ bear bim. — -. — • The humanity thus afr 
fumyed by the divinity God anointed with tbe Holy 
Gbefiy and with power. Thus Jefus was declared 
to be the ipng-expeded Cbrtft or Mejfiab^ and 
was ^ approved of God by miracles andjigns and 
wonders^ wbicb God did by him ; and by doing and 
fufiering all that was predi£bed concerning . the 
Meffiah, proved himfelf the defire of all nations^ 
even that feed of the woman who was to bruife 
the ferpent's head, in whom all the nations of 
the earth were to be blefled. 

* Thus the prophecies, concerning the redeemer 
were fulfilled in the perfon of Jefus: and the 
great work of man's redemption refohed on in 
the divine councils, rev^^/^i to ^i^/» immedi- 
ately after his fall, fucceffhely opened to the patri- 
archs and holy men of old, and fbadowed out in 
the whole inftitution of the jewifli religion was 
fully compleated. r Glory to God in tbe bigbefi^ 
m eariby peace^ good-will towards men! ^Blejfing^ 
andbonour^ and glory:, and power ^ be unto bim tbat \ 

Jittetb upon tbe tbrone^ and to tbe lamb for ever 
and ever. 
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ESSAY vm. 

♦ 

pn the nature pf CpRi«T, tbftil be is iotb^ 

God 0nd JM^n. 

!T concerns us in a particular manner to Ikt 
acquainted with the nature of our redeemer^ > 

at we niay he fenfible of the greatnefs of hi^ 
love, pf the value of his facrince, and of our 
duty to him. All we can pdflibly know upon 
this fubjeft muft be derived from revelation, 
Kvhich informs us of the particulars following; 
viz. ^tbat in the beginning was tbe fFbrdj and the 
Werd was tmtl^ God^ and the Word was God. Now 
the W6Ri> confcffedly means the fecond divine 
perfon^ who affuined the chara&er of the faviour / 

bf the world. We are affiired— — > /A^ / by him f 

all things were created^ that are in heaven j and th^t 
are in earthy vifibk and invifibk^ all things were 
created ly him^ anij^ him: ■ t hat Pifrifi is 
the ^hdovedfim^Ged^ die ^br^bimfiofbisghry^ 
and tbe exfrefs imagf ^ bk j^jm;-*-*^ that be emd 
his father are ene^^^-^^hai wbaifoevtr tbe faiber. 
dotb^ the fondetblikewiff >^^-* tdxzx.be i$ tbe fi^st 
and the last: — th^t before his incarnation ^ he 
thought it no robbery to be equal with God: — *an4 
that God was manifeji in theflefi. . 

Thcfe expreffions evidently poipt out the di- 
vine nature oi CffHJl our redeemer, and prove 
that j" God was in Chriji reconciling the world unto 
himjelf. Accordingly, even whilft in the flefli^ 
he by his own power ' forgave fins ; " raifed the 
'^ ' dead 



lieadi *p0fjfermed tie worla of 'CaD« ^osGoi^ 
^ int^ j^Ms heam and knew t^ ikougjics of 
neni ^ ^dedared bimlelf die tniQ^, /ie /fw/iEr^ 
W ^ /^« In ibe chamber of Gpd« ^ all were 
CO icmitr tAefon, as iiey immr ibe father \ and 
the ^apQftle&, Wjere gsofittnaaded to go and mah 
Sfiiplfif ^mong jM mti^ns hapiixkig tbm in ii$ 
luam f4 the FAimzM.f 4/ tbi Sovi^ and^fibe Ho* 
|4r <3riftQ6T; mid tbcfe a{)oftl€s Sprayed to faim 
as Goo, bleiied in his name, vod CKpe^^ed ^ace» 
imercx, pea^oe, fad all fpirtciial b^ngs from 
inn* 

Tilde fsvehtttom in five new teflsimeoc, we 
Ixjt rtaemi declaretions of \m divinity, long 
btkitfi re9t9ldi in the ^U, ^ The dmoe appear* 
ances to the patriarchs under the title of the Ant 
Wh o^Qqn; or the AkgjsI'^ JetsovAH, * the Sbi- 
bb "Mdio w«9 fenc for the rfidempi&m wd fupporr 
ipi bis peoplie ut geoei^Uy thought 00 be exfaibU 
tkms of the fecoMi divine perfiin. Thi9 we ane 
£ire off tj^ jtl^e patnarclvi to whom they wetB 
made, Tptid dtvine worflupto this aagel, which, 
Jiadiiett^beeaGfQD, would have beenimpioui) 
and aocwding to the asftom of thofe times, game 
oames to thofe plices, where chefe gradous in- 
terviews w«!e vouch&fed, with a4ii^ed: reference 
ito Goo* Hence Pcm-dy that is the Face of G09, 
Jibifvab^'irebf the Loro will fee, JibovabrSba* 
im^ the Loud fend peace, and the like. We 
may juftiy cooclude too, that he was; emphatic 
cally the Goo of Ifrad^ under whofe niediation 
and in reference to whom, the whole oeconfuny 
of the jewifli reli^on, widi all its typical rites 
and ordinances) was conftttuted : ass he was the 

fpiriiml 
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^fpiritudl rock that followed the anceftor^ of this 
people in the wildernefs of mount Sinai. . Thus 
he is exprefsly ftiled God by David. ^ Unti the 
' fofii hefaithy thy throne^ O Gody is for ever- and 
ever. And again, David fays, « fbe Lord faid 
untfh mf Lsfdy Jit thou at tuy right handy *till I 
make thine enemies thy foot^oal. And Ifaiab 
chapaderizes him, "> Emmanuel, Gox>withusz 
^thi MIGHTY God, the everlasting pATHru, 
the Prince of Peace. 

• Thcfe icriptures plainly declare. the divinity of 
our Lord and faviour Jefus Chrijiy and expofe 
the abiurd notion of a fubordinate treated God : 
lince God can be but aney and whoever has that 
title given him by the Holy Spirit, muft be truf^ 
and very God. 

This divine perfon who thought it no robbery 
to be equal with God, <^yet made himjelf of nif 
reputation^ and took on him the form of a fervant^ 
and was made in the likenefs of men. This eternal 
^fVord was made flefby and dwelt among us: ^be 
took not on him the nature of angels y but he took 
on him the feed of Abraham. He was born of the 
'virgin Mary in the manner defcribed by the fa- 
cred hiftorians, and fo was eminently the ^a/ of 
the woman, who was to bruife the ferpent^s bead. 
After this he ^increafed in wifdom and ftattere as 
a man; he was ^hungry, ^ weary, *he wejpt,^ 

* was grieved and touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities ; he converfed with men, he cat with 
them, he lived with them, and was in all re- 
fpefts, ^n only excepted, " made like unto his hre^ 
threny that he might be a merciful and compaffionaU 
high'priefty as being tempted bimfelfy fo able tefite^ 

cour 
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rtf«r ibofe that are tempted. ^Thcfe are un- 
doubted prooft <rf Cbrifi^^ hamnfty. . * ^ 

As God and man then united in one perfon, 
our redeemer jfefus is « He that Jhould come^ v'« 
"whom all the nations of the earth were to he bUffed 
the Chrift or anointed of God. ' He is that * prophet 
ihatfhould come into the worlds to bear witneis of 
the truth ; *i Chrift JefuSy theapoftle and high-prieft 
cf our profeJlion\ the "" one mediator between God 
and man '9 *our advocate .with the father^ i and the 
^author of eternal falvation to all that obey him. He 
is that »Ljw* of God without fpot or blemifh; 
which taketh away the fins of the world. ' More- 
over he is the great ''Judge of quick and dead^ 
* Lord OF LORDS, akd King or kikos. 

Such is Jefus the 'Chrift ^ whom we adore as 
our fpvereign Lord God, our Redeemer^ Let 
us humbly acknowledge his ftupendous love, in 
thus emptyhig himfelf of his glory, and taking 
upon him humari nature for our fakes. Let us 
with g^atefial hearts adore liimt who y being in the 
form ofGody thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God\ yet in mercy to man, made himfelf of no re- 
putation^ and took upon him the form of a fervant^ 
and was made in the likenefs of man. May every 
tongue confefs that Jefus Chrift is Lord to the glory 
cf God the father I 
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ESSAY IX. 



On the means wberely Chrift compkated out 

redemption. 

WE have feen that Chrift is our redeemer^ 
let us confider farther by what means he 
hath compleated this redemption for us. 

Man was deficient, as hath been fliewn before^ 
in performing the whole will of God, and fo be- 
caniie fubjeft to the penalties of divine juftice. 
His fubftitute therefore was to do what man did 
not, namely to perform the whole will of God. 

* The prophet Malacbi foretelling th^ coming of 
the Just One declared that the law of truth Jhouli 
be inhis mouthy that hejhould walk in peace and equity ^ 
andjhould turn martj away from iniquity. Accord- 
ingly we find Cbrifl declaring of himfelf »»that he 
came not to deftroy the law^ but to fulfil it : and 

* that he fought not his own willy but the will of him 
that fent him: he did always thofe things that 
pleafed him. The hiftory of Jefus wrote under 
the infpiration of the Holy Spirit, informs us 
that he was ^ meek and lowly in hearty that « he did 
noftny neither was guile found in his mouthy who 
when he was reviled^ reviled not again, when he 
fuffered he threatened not, but committed himfelf to 
him who judgeth righteoufly. That he ^went a^ 
bout doing goody and ^ did all things welly ^leaving 
us an example that we fhduld follow hisfleps. And 
the fame Holy Spirit hath declared, Uhat be was 

F fuch 
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fuch an bigb-prieft as became us^ wbo is boly^ barm- 
Ufsy und^led^ fepar ate from fyiners. 

Jefus having thus performed the whole will of 
God, was not fubjedt to the penalties of difobe- 
dience ; yet be fubmitted to death, and that in 
the mod ignominious manner to ranfom man- 
kind from the original curfe : after a life of be- 
nevolence and obedience to the divine will, the 
man Cbrift Jefus was apprehended as a malefactor, 
and at the inftigation of the enraged Jews^ who 
were offended at his taking upon him the cha- 
rafter of their Meffiah, who, as they falfly ima- 
gined, would appear in all the pomp of tempo- 
ral grandeur, wai fentenced by Pilate the Roman 
governor to be crucified, and on the crofs gave 
up his precious life an atonement for the fins of 
all mankind. Out of his great love to us, ^be 
gave bimfelffor us^ an offering andfacrifice to God 
for a fiveet'fmelling favour J and batb redeemed us 
to God through his blood out of every kindred and 
tongue and people and nation. " Thus Cbrift fuf- 
fered for our Jins^ the juft for the unjufty that be 
might bring us to God. " He bimfelf bore our Jins 
in his own body on the tree^ that we being dead un- 
' t^Jinfhould live unto right eoufnefs^ by wbofeftripes 
we are healed', and hereby he has "" redeemed us 
from the curfe of the law^ being mad^ a curfe for 
us, that ^he might reconcile us to God by his crofs. . % 

Hence J^fus is become the •* captain of ourfalva^ 
tion as ^having tafted death for every man, that 
through death he might deftroy Mm who had the 
power of death, that is the devil, and deliver them 
who through fear of death were all their life-time 
fubjeSl to bondage. 
^ Cbrift 
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Cbriji thus died for our fins: and in order to 
ibew the remiffion of the penalty, and to give 
men a proof of the real fatisfa^on paid and ac- 
cepted for 'fin, 'he rofe from the dead on the 
third day after his crucifixion. As be died for 
mtr fims^ f$ be * rofe again for our Jifftification* 
■ God raifed up the man Cbrifi Jefus^ voAJhewtd 
bim openly to witnejfes cb'ofen before ofGod^ accord- 
ing to the tenor of the prophecies concurring to 
prove, ''Tbat it heboved Cbrifi to fuffer^ and to 
rife from the dead tjoe tbird day. 

After his refurre&ion, and after converfing 
forty days with his difciples, this fame Jefm who 
was crucified and wa3 buried and who rofe again 
from the dead, * afcended vifibly into heaven, be- 
fore many Ipedators. He was again received 
into that glory he enjoyed before h^ incarnation, 
and ieated at the right-haiid of Go&« He is 
there our ^ a^oeafivi'r^ x}at father, and *is able 
to fave to the uttetmoft^ tbofe who come unto God 
tbrougb him, f^ing be ever liveth to make intercef 
fion for them. 

By thefe means Jefm hath compleated our re- 
demption : viz. by performing that law of righ- 
teoufnefs we originally failed in, and which by 
the cornliption of our nature confequent on fuch 
difobedience we are incapable of performing : — 
by giving his innocent life a ranfom for the fins 

of men ; by rifing from the dead as a fure 

proof of the acceptance of the fatisfadion; 

and by afcending into heaven, and there plead- 
ing our caufe and interceding for us at 'the 
throne of grace. 

F 2 As 
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As Jefus hath thus loved us, let us dedicate 
our lives to his feirvice, the beft proof of our 
love to him. Let the life we now live in the 
flefh be facred to him, who died arid now inter- 
cedes for us. Let us imitate his example whilft 
on earth, that we may live with him in ever- 
lafting glory. 

ESSAY 
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ESSAY X. 



On the relation Christ bears to us, as king, 

priejij and prophet. 

CHRIST having thus obtained eternal re- 
demption for us, is become our king, our 
priejt, and our prophet. 

* Chrift is gone into heaven, and is on the right 
hand of God\ angels, and authorities,, and powers 
being made fubj ell unto him. ^The kingdoms of the 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and his 
Chrift, and he (hall reign for ever and ever. « He 
is the head of the church, which is his body : ^ his 
kingdom is within us-, ^ he rules in our hearts : 
^ he direfts and guides his faithful fervants : and 
at the ^name of Jefus every knee fhall bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth', and every tongue fhall confefs that 
Jefus Chrift is Lord to the glory of God the father. 
? He is Lord of lords, and King of kings. 

Chrift is alfo our Prieft as having made an 
atonement for the fins of the people, as bearing 
ourjins in his own body on the crofs, and thereby 
becoming the propitiation for ourjins, — He is re- 
prefented as the ^ high-prieft of our profejjion, 
^entering into the holy of holies, and there • prefent- 
ing his ow;i blood as a propitiation for the fins 
of thofe who fhall believe in and obey him. 
Thus ofiering his own body a facrificc once for 
all, he hath for ever f unsifted thofe that believe. 

Chrift 
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Cbriji is likewife our ^Prcpbtt as declaring 
the whole will of God thit fent him ; as fhew- 
ing himfelf the way^ the truths and the life^ and 
by his example as well as precepts teaching 
men the good and acceptable will of God. As 
he was the eternal Wogo of God, he inti- 
mately knew, and explicitly decided the will 
of God V and as « he ffake. as never f^an fpah^ 
• io his 'words were the words of eternal truths and 
the words he fpake, as well as the hiwrks he 
did, proved that be was, in the father ^ and the 
father in him. 

Let us fubmit then to the divine direftion of 
our Lord and Mafter Jefus Chriji. Let us be 
obedient to his commands^ and fuffer him to 
rule in our hearts. L<^t no rebellious principle 
be cherifhed within us ; let us not fet up other 
lords, our own fallen reafon, our pride or Our 
paffions to rule over us : but let every thought 
of our hearts be fubjcft to the King of kings ; 
let him rule over us, and in us ; and let his 
great example, and his holy precepts be our 
guide and diredion, and let us fubmit ourfelves 
to him who is our Lord and Governor. 

Let us accept the atonement he hath made for 
us, and look up to him as the alone facrifice 
for fin, as the lamb without fpot or blemifh, 
who was to take away the fins of the people. 
Let our eye of faith be fixed upon the great 
propitiation he hath made for us ^ and let us 
with holy boldnefs, tempered with profovind 
humility, "^wap in that fountain which is dfened 
for Jin and for uncleanmfs ; let us walh and be 

clean. 



> 



Ess. X. On the relati<m Chrift, ^c. 33 

clean, as being purified by the blood of the 
GoD-man -,. as redeemed thereby from the curfe 
of the law. 

Let us acknowledge Jejus the great teacher 
of mankind, that prophet who was to come 
into the world, to teach the way of God in 
truth. iM us fubmit then to be taught of 
God ; let his wor<l be our dire Aion, and his 
promifes our comfort. Then may we fafely 
pafs through this tranfitory world, as having 
J Esus for our King^ our Prieft^ and our Prophet^ 
who will reward his faithful fervants, who will 
wa(h them £rom all their fins, and prefent them 
unto God, a holy ftofU^ meet for the enjoy- 
ment of heaven. 

ESSAY 
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ESSAY XI. 

On the office of the Hofy GboJI. 

THE ETERNAL SpiRIT of tjol| by whotH 
he ■ fpakc in his holy prophets, immedi- 
ately after Chriji^s afcenfion declared his office 
in the redemption of mankind, by ^coming down 
upon the apofiles in cloven tongues as of fire : and 
the fame fpirit ftill continues tp declare it by 
his ordinary operations on the hearts of- men, 
by, " putting into their minds good delires, 
*' and enabling them to bring the fame to good 
'^ efFca." . 

By his extraordinary gifts to the firfl: preachers 
of the gofpel they were enabled to fpeak ^ Ian- \ 

guages they had never learned ; «* to work mir- | 

acies ; and utter prophecies, fo as to convince a 
prejudiced world, that Chrift alone was the way, 
the truth, and the life. Hence the converfion 
of the world, miraculous indeed to human 
thought, was efFefted by the mighty power of 
God, in fuch a manner, and in fo Ihort a fpace 
of time, not only without any human aid, but 
when all the powers of hell and earth were fet 
up, in avowed oppofition to it, as cannot but 
make us fee and adore the hand of God. 

The extraordinary gifts of the fpirit are ceaf- 
ed, as not being neceffary for the fupport of the 
church fully eftablifhed. But the ordinary ones 
ftill remain the glorious privilege of the chil- 
dren of God. By thcfc we are ^regenerated in 

our 
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our baptifm i and we thai: wete eftrangecl fj^otit 
God are brought neat to hio). If we Gncerely 
ieek the divine aid, we (hall fbrotigb the power 
gfthe Holy Gbofi abound in bopt, and be filled wiib 
all joy and peace in believing ; and the ilove of God 
mil be feed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghofi 
^bicb is given Unlo us. By tbefe our ^ darkened 
undetftandingi will be enlightened; our ftub*^ 
born wills r^Aified ; pur hearts renewed, and 
our affefUons called off from the creatui-e to the 
Creator. By thp fpirit of God our fallen na* 
tures^ deftioite of the divine life, are ^ bom again 
unio a lively bope\ {6 that we (hall become ^new, 
creatures, old $bings being pajfed away, bebold all 
things will become new. The natural 1 wind bkw'^, 
€tb wbere it lifietb, and we bear tbe found tbereof 
ibif we knou> flat wbence it cometb, andwbitber ii 
gfietb : ib the divine fpirit by hil^ gentle breath- 
kigs and filent whirrs will operate on our 
ibuls, and we fliall fed dbe effe^ thereof, tho* 
we cannot teli the manner of his operation. 
Hence the ^ fruil^ of the fpirit, love, Joy, peaces 
loffg'fuffering, gentlenefsi faitbi meeknefsi temper 
raHce, manifeft themfelves in the life of the tt^ 
generated chriilian, and prove to himfelf, as well 
as to the world, .a divine afliftance oppofing it- 
felf to, and greatly triumphing over the didates 
.and affedlions of corrupted nature. 

Thus the Holy Spirit is the » Sanaifier of all 
thofe who truly believe in Jefus ; whofe •fouls 
are purified in obeying tbe truth through the fpirit \ 
who are faved by the wafhing of regeneration and 
renewing of tbe HolyGhoft ; and being 9 led by tbe 
Jpirit of God, they are become tbe fins of God, and, 

Q ba^x* 
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have received the fpirit of adoption^ whereby they 
cry^ Ablay Father. 

' Hereby the gtieat purpofe of man's redemp- 
tion is compleated on the part of God. God 
iiath not only accepted the fatisfa6tion for the 
original apdftacy, and pcrfonal tranfgreffions of 
men, but hath given them a fupernatural aid, 
t6 bring their hearts and affedtions to him, to 
purify and fanftify them fo entirely as to be fit 
for the enjoyment of his prefence, and the foi'^ 
ciety of the bleflfed in heaven. - 

• Such and fo great are the wonders of redeem^ 
ing love ! infinitely furpaffing human thought, 
aind capable of embracing cvfery fon and daugh- 
ter of finning Adam ! Glory be to the; author 
of it ! What words can exprefs, what praifeS' 
can be fufiicient to (hew our fenfe of it ? ■ 
Accept, all gracious Jehovah, our humble ac- 
knowlegemeht of thy mercies : deign to vieW ud 
as clothed with the righteoufnefs of Chrifi : and 
may thy holy fpirit fo efieftually promote a 
thorough converfion of our hearts to thee, that 
we may live entirely to thy glory, and be tranf- 
formed i nto thy .divine image, be poflefled of 
that holinefs and righteoufnefs we were origi- 
nally created in and defigned for. 

ESSAY 
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E S S A y XIL 

On the injlituted conditions of obtaining apart 

in this redemption, . 

SALVATION by Cbrift is undoubtedly the 
free ^gift cfG$d. We have nothing of our- 
felves to recommend us to the divine favour. 
^ As finners and rebels againft Goq's authority^ 
we mu(V receive the forgivenefs of our fins as d 
free a6i of mercy. — But however free the gift is^ 
yet God himfelf calls upon us to « come unto 
Cbrift. Our coming then can by. no means 
make the gift lefs free. Nay, our being en*r 
joined to come unto Cbrift makes it our duty to 
do ib, and the ctmdition on which the favour wili 
be conferred. This is the meaning of a condi* 
tion on our part, implying in it no merit of 
ours, only a fubmiflion of our wills to the d^-> 
vine call and Word. 

Cbrift himfelf hath declared *the conditions on 
which we may hope to obtain a part in the gr^t 
redemption* * 7bis is life eternal^ fays, he, /* 
know tbee tbe only true God, and J ejus Cbrift whom 
tbou baftfent. And the great apoftle of the G^- 
tiks avows his integrity and faithfulnefs in the 
miniftry committed to him, and that he had 
« kept back notbing tbat was profiiable . for chrif- 
tians to know \ in that he teftifted both, to tbe 
yews and alfq to tbe Greeksj repentance iawards^ 

G 2 God^ 
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O^dj and faifb ttnvards our Lord Jefus Cbrift. 
Thefe conditions a|x in other peaces, of fcripture 
exprefled^ by ^ repenting and believing the go/pel j 
and fomietinies limply by i believing in the Lord 
Jefus. All which expreffions undpubtedly mean 
the fame thing, dip varied accordinjg to the 
different perfons they were addrefled to, and 
tthe diffisrent fen(iments of religion they were 
poiTefled of.«^**T^ ttue mel^n$ of atuiining etefr 
hal life then, which we can no othdrwife dbcai^ 
but by having part in the redeniptipn by Jefuf 
Cbrift^ U aa i^knqwlegment of the oidy true 
God, fuch as be hath revealed himfeU to us in 
bis word, an humble confeffion of fin to him^ 
and fincere repentance for it, and faith in his 
ion JelusCkrift whom he hath lent, and a full 
acceptance of the mercy of' redemption wrought 
by hitn : in other words, faith in Cinrifi ts the 
great redeemer fent by Gpo, and performing 
what was in mercy determined on in the di-^ 
vine couniels for the falvatipn of man ; and thi) 
> faith working by love^ that is, produ6tive of the 
love of God and man ; whjch whoever is.pof- 
feffed of, is undoubtedly ppflefled of every grace 
which can poffibly adorn the foul of man, and 
fcompleat the true character of a chrifti^n. 
. However high we may think of the phyfician^ 
we fliall not apply tp him, ! if we believe our- 
felves whole : however high our notions of 
fhriji may be, wp (hall not apply tp him as our 
faviour and redeemer, unleis we are fenfible 
that we are loft without him i unlefs we know 
Qurfelv^s vnder the power of fatan^ ^ who leads 

us 
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^t captive at bis will. When we are humbly 
ifenflbk Qf our f{4ritu4 niaUciy, WC iHall dpply 
to the ^eat phyfician for cure ; . we fhall ac- 
cept his gracious ofibn, a« the piily remedy fca: 
our diftcmpcred fouls ; wc fliall entirely rely oa 
iiis abilities to relieve ps, and gr^teliilly *ac- 
jknowlege bis goodneis in doing w. 
. Ci&r{/i( our redeeiner kindly invites, us to par- 
take of his goodnefs. ' Like the <a(Fe6iionatfe 
father he ^meets the repenting prodigal, and 
prefles him to return to his duty. It is our 
part not to refufe his gracious invitation, but 
humbly acknowleging our rebellion and undu- 
Itifulneis to accept the offer he makes us, to fuf* 
fer him to lead ps to our father's houfe, and 
gratefully to receive the reconciliation teld out 
to us.— Unlcfs wc thus come unto Chrift^ fub- 
mitting ourfelves entirely to his direftion, and 
confiding fully in him as our only faviour, we 
cannot expert to be faved by him. For as fure 
fA that he will * in no cafe caft him out^ wJbtf 
comet h unto bim^ fo furcly he requires an hum- 
ble believing heart as indilpenfably neceflary to 
obtain a part in his ranfom. 

Let us then humbly, fenfible of our undone 
flate by nature, come unto Jefus and he will 
fave us from our fins : let us truft him as the 
great phyfician of our fouls ; let us acknowlegc 
the filichinefs of our hearts, and rely on him as 
our purifier ; as he alone who can co\rer us from 
the wrath of a juft God. r. 
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ESSAY XIII. 

On the duties incumbent on thofe nxho an 

thus redeemed. 

THE fchcmc of man's redemption by Jefia 
Cbrift can in no light be confidered as 
giving a licenfe for fin, or fu^efting a carelels 
inattention to the wiil of God. The fame fcrip- 
ture which reveals to us, and enforces the com- 
fortable doftrine that we are redeemed by the 
blood of Cbrifi^ enjcHns us to live as the re- 
deemed of tfa^ Lord \ * following after whatfih 
ever things are true^ bonefty Juftj purcj lovely and 
of good report ; ^ to walk not after tbeflejh^ but 
after the fpnit ; « to follow peace with all men^ 
and boUnefSj without which no man ft>all fee the 
Lord : and propofes the ^ unfpbtted example of 
Cbrift for our imitation. 

The Spirit of Goi> by reprefenting us as * new . 
creatures^ (hews us the heceffity of having new 
hearts and new minds : and exhorts us to ^ put 
off concerning the former converfation the old man 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful luffs ; 
to be renewed in the fpirit of our mind •, and to 
put on the new man^ which after God is created 
in rigbteoufnefs and true boUnefs, The new birth 
of grace cfFcded by » the wafiiing of regenera- 
tion and renewing of the Holy Ghoft, \% a fo- 
lemn call to, and a ftrong obligation on all 
thofe, who are partakers of it, ^ to be dead in-' 

deed 
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deed unto fin^ and dive unto God through Jefus 
Chriji our Lord. , . 

Gratitude -to God and love to e«r redeemed 
are aditional powerful motives to piety and vir- 
tue. * The- great j)«rp^y&, for- which the fonpf 
God was fnaVdfefted^ was that he might deftroy the 
works of the devil^ and t<> * rehew the image of 
God in our fouls defaced by fin ; which image 
can ne^ef exift in the absence of halJRndsy' 
and 'mu£t evex fuppoie the true chriftian endued 
with evory ^uce that can adorn human nature* 
For he only loves^ an^ ifi a true difcipl^ of 
Jefus: Chrifi^ who keeps his commandmefia? 
Who^er has a true f^ith ift Cbriji aa his re* 
deemer^ is >fonSified by, the Hofy Spirit : and 
that fan&i£catiion is not a Speculative fM-ivi? 
t^e, but a pra£)acal io ve of hoUnefe, and an 
atcpntton to "^pkrify ^urfiives even as G^d is puft^ 
It confifts in an universal willing obedience to 
the commands of Qod^ and the laws of man^ 
fo far as they are ^<Hififbent with the divine law5^ 
This will dilate to us our duty of fulfilling 
every relation of life as ia the preience of God, 
of " doing jufily^ aad loving merey^ afi wqU as of 
walking Immbly with God^ of diicharging to the 
utmoi): of our power our duty to GO0, ouf 
neighbour^ and ourfelvex 

Chriftian obedience then is the indifpenfible 
iJuty of thofe ihat are redeenfied by Cbrift^ and 
tjhe gjeouine and ntctSbsy fruit of a faving faith t 
• without it faith is dead. Whoever truly bC"* 
lieves in Cbrift is freed as from the penalty, io 
from the <iomink)n of fin. .. Whoievcr lives un- 
der the power of *fin» and ^ves 1x0 atteatipnta 

attain 
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attain chriftian holinefs, does not favingly be* 
lieve in Chrift^ but either deceives himfelf, or 
endeavours to deceive others. For the religion 
of Chriji promotes and enjoins the moft perfeft 
holinefs : and requires not only an external de- 
cency of behaviour, but an p inward fanftifica- 
tion of the fpirit. It extends to our thoughts 
as well as our aftions, and when truly profefled 
9 cleanfes the heart, the feat of our corrupt af- 
fcdlions, from all impurity. ' 

Moreover, the true chriftian does not con* 
fine his views to himfelf, but is taught by his 
religion to promote the 'public good. He 
thence knows, that the feveral fubordinations 
among men are appointed by infinite wifdom, 
and therefore mufl: be fubmitted to by man ; 
that • the powers that be are ordained of God^ and 
fo that the civil ruler is the minifter of God to him 
for goody ^fent by him for the punifhment of evil 
doersy and for the praife of them that do well : and 
that he- mufi needs be fubjeil not only for wrath 
but alfo for confcience-fdke. He is enjoined to 
* honour all men, to love the brotherhoody to fear 
Gody and honour the king. — Every humane and 
every focial virtue proceeds from that great 
^ diftinguilhing duty of the gofpel, an unfeign- 
ed love to his brother. This eflfeftually kills 
in him the^ turbulent paffions of envy, rancour, 
and malice, and promotes an univerfal benevo-*. 
lence in his foul. Hence he kindly compaf- 
fionates, and generouQy relieves the diftreflcs, 
of his brethren : -he nobly forgives the injuries 
offered him : and has his mind aftuated by fuch 
an heroic fpirit of charity, as, afia^r * the ex-, 

H ample 
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ample of his hleiTed maiiier, * to ilefs them that 
€urfe bim^ to do good ta them that bate bim^ and 
to pray for tbofe that defpitefidly ufe him and per- 

fecute him^ 

As he is too humble to think himfelf infalli* 
bk, fo he can eafily pity the follies and ex- 
cufe the errors of thofe he converfes with. That 
comprehenfive charity which poflcffcs his foul 
excites him to follow peace with all men^ and to 

. live in harmony with thofe who may differ from, 
him in opinion. But, though he abhors perfe- 
cution for religion, yet when the fundamentals 
of his holy faith are attacked or denied, he 
will, with a becoming zeal tempered with chri- 
ftian meeknefs^ refolutely oppofe all gainfayersy 
vindicate the honour of his faviour, * boldly 
confefs his mafter before men, and be ready, if 
occafion requires, to give up his life as a tefti- 
mony of his love to God, and of the fincerity 
of his profeflion. 

Whoever is not thus prepared, and jpefolved 
to facrifice every thing to the honour of his fa- 
viour : whoever is not aftually engaged in 
bringing every thought and every imagination 
in fubjeftion to the will of God ; and does not 
*Jhew out of a good converfation his works with 
meeknefs of wifdom : whoever does not think it 
his indifpenfable duty to fulfil every relation of 

^^fe with integrity and diligence; or vainly 
imagines, that a conftant engagement in what 
he calls pious exercifes, will excufe him from 
the relative duties of life, from being a good 
fubjedt, a dutiful child, a kind neighbour, or a 
careful parent \ unhappily miftakes his mark, 
% and 
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and comes under the fevere reprgof our bleflcd 
Saviour gave to the fcribes and pharifees ; 
* wo unto you fcribes and pharifees^ hypocrites^ for 
yt pay tithe of mint and anife and cummin^ and 
have omitted the weightier matters of the law^ 
judgement^ mercy and faith : thefe ought ye to have 
done,, and not to leave the other undone. 

For chriftian holinefs, which confifts in ^ hd^ 
mng a confcience void of offence towards man as 
^ell as God, muft ever be infeparably conhcft- 
ed with chriftian . faith as aeceffary to falva- 
iloui (ince the great view of the. chriftian dif- 
penfation is to «* teach us, that denying ungodli- 
nefs knd worldly lufts^ wejhould live fiber ly, ^igh- 
teoujly, and godly in this prefent world ; looking 
for that bleffed hope and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our faviour Jefus Chrijl, who 
gave himfelf for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himfelf a peculiar 
people zealous of good works. 

Such are the duties incumbent on chriftians ! 
Let us remember that a true chriftian is one, 
who is alive unto God by good works •, and 
whofe heart is fixed on heavenly things, on 
thofe graces and virtues, which are the employ- 
ment of the blefled in heaven. 

May thefe things be ftrongly imprefled by 
GoD*s holy fpirit on our minds ! and may we 
all, who hope for redemption by Chriji, prove 
ourfelves his peculiar people, by being .zealous 
of good works ! 

H 2 RE- 
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ESSAY XIV, 

On the fuperior excellence of the cbrijlian over 

heathen morality. 

THE morality taught in the gofpel of 
Cbrifty and enjoined to all chriftians as 
the nedeffary teft of the fincerity of their pro- 
feflion is truly perfeft and excellent; extend- 
ing itfelf not only to outward aftions but to the 
moft fecret thoughts, and engaging the heart 
and afFeftions to the purfuit of real holinefs ; 
• cafting down imaginations^ and every high thing 
that exaltetb itfelf againfi the knowledge of Godj 
and bringing into ' captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Chrift. Chriftianity in refpeft of the 
purity of it's morals, as well as the efficacy of 
it's doftrines, tends to make the true profeflbr 
of it a * new creature. 

Hence the "" fruit of the fpirit^ or that fruit 
which is produced by the operation of the holy 
fpirit in the heart of the true believer is lovcj 
joy^ peace J long-fufferingy gentlenefsj goodnefsj faith^ 
meeknefs^ temperance. Thefe are the genuine ef- 
fefts of a true faith in Cbrift^ and thefe com- 
prehend fuch a fyftem of exalted morality, as 
tends to make the perfon poflefled of them, 
like the uncreated fountain of all goodnefs ; to 
be ^perfeSl as his father ^ whojs in heaven^ is 
perfect. 

A morality this vaftly fuperior to what was 
ever inculcated • in the writings of the philofo- 

phersj 



48 On the fi^erkr, &c. Ess. XIV^ 

phers, or thought neceffary to be praftifed by 
the moft yirtuous lieathens ! Who among them 
ever thought cbajiiiy a virtue neceffary to re- 
commend them to the divine favour ? Indeed 
the rites of feme of their deities allo"wed of 
and fandlified the moft Ihamelefs^ proftitutions. 
But chriftians are commanded to be chafte, for 
a reafon that carries with it the utnioft weight, 
becaufc their • iodies are the temples af the Holy 
Gboji. Where are inmilityy and an acknow- 
ledgment that they received their mental abili- 
ties, or their moral goodneis from God incul- 
cated in their writings ? Rather they ^plumed ^ 
themfelves on their good Qualities, and thought 
they had a right to boaix of their virtues, a$ 
the effeds of their own s proper powers. This 7 
made thtfew who were poflfefTed of them haugh- 
ty and fuperci|ious, and puffed up with fo high 
a conceit of themfelves, as to hold others in the 
utmoft ** contempt. But the chriftian hath learnt 
to acknowledge, that there is nothing which te 
has not * received^ zxi& therefore that all baling 
is excluded: and that ^ every good gift^ and e^very 
perfe£l gift is from above^ and cometh down from 
the father of lights : and to be fo fenfible of his 
inability to merit any thing by his moft perfed: 
obedience, as to own himfelf an } unproftaile 

fervant. ^Where among their boafted mora^ 

lifts are forgivenefs of injuries and univerfal 
benevolence explained and enforced as neceflary 
to form a perfcA charafter ? But thefe are the 
diftinguifhing duties of the gofpel How nobly 
are chriftians taught to triumph over the turbu- 
lent paffions of corrupted nature, when they are 

taught 
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taught to * kiefs tbofe that eurfe tbem^ ta d» good 
ta them that bate tbem, and to pray for tboje that 
defpitefuUj ufe them and perfscute them ! What 
a generous and lovely temper is {Momoted by 
the duty o( univerfat benevolenee! Every man 
13 confidered as the chriftian's * neighbour^ and 
as fuch entitled to the kind offices of humanity 
and fricndftiip. • As members of one body chrif- 
tians are enjoined to confult the good of the 
whole, by ptomottng the intereft of each indi- 
vidual } and this benevolence extends to the 
ibul as well as the body, and wifhes and ad- 
vances the eternal intereft of all mankind. 

Thefe duties will ever ftand forth as diftingui/h" 
ing marks of the excellence of the ebriftian mo" 
ralityj and prove it fuperior to the diftates of 
human philofo{^y. 

What tho* a few feining precepts of virtue 
may be culled out from the writings of the 
more fevere philosophers and fatirifts of the 
ancients, yet fome notorious and avowed prac- 
tues will remain an everlafting reproach upon 
heathen morality. The expojing of infants^ tho' 
deftruftive of the tendereft afFeftions, and of 
the moft pernicious confequence to fociety^ 
pradifed in the politeft and moft civiliiied 
ftates, and in the height of human fcici)ce : 
and felf-murder committed by the moft virtu- 
ous heathens, not only uncondemned by the 
beft fftges of antiquity, but gloried in as an adt 
of heroic fortitude, are lafting monuments of 
the defeS of human wifdom and the imperfec- 
tion of heathen ethics. Thefe, and number- 
Icfs other deviations from the path of real vir- 
tue. 
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tue, afford a cbllateral proof to the defcription 
of the headien world given by St. Paul. ^ As 
they did not like to retain God in their knowledge ^ 
God gave them up to a reprobate mind, to do things 
which are not convenient : being filled with all un-^ 
righteoufnefs, fornication, wickednefs, covetoufnefs^ 
malicioufnefs ; full of envy, murder, debate, de- 
ceit, malignity \ whtfperers, backbiters, haters of 
God, dejpiteful, proud, boafters, inventors of evil 
things, difobedient to parents, without underjland'-' 
ing, cov4nant 'breakers, without natural affeSion^ 
implacable, unmerciful : who knowing the judge^ 
ment of God, that they which commit fuch things 
are worthy of death, not only do the fame, but 
have pleafure in thofe that do them. 

The writings indeed of the later moralifts a- 
jtnong the heathens, in the decline oi Paganifm^ 
feem not to be liable to thefe objeftions as much 
as the former. The reafon is plain. They cor* 
reded their philofophy by the fcriptures which 
were then in their hands ; and the purity of the 
chriftian ethics was in fome meafure tranfplant- 
cd into the writings of thofe, who were afliam^ 
cd of the blindnefs of their predeceflbrs, and fa 
borrowed from the word of God, what they 
falfly afcribed to human wifdom. Otherwife no 
fufficient reafon can be affigned, why their 
philofophy was refined jutt at that period, in 
a degree fo much above the reach of the great- 
eft geniufes for fo many ages before. The 

fame may be faid of the delineations of the re-- 
ligion of nature exhibited by our modern philo- 
fophers, who have injudicioufly afcribed that to 
the dedudions of reafon, which i§ in truth the 

produd 
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produft of revelation. Their treating thefe fub* 
jeds fo clearly, is owing to the light they have 
received from the divine word ; and that is im- 
properly called the religion of nature^ which owes 
it's original to 2ifupenatural revelation. We can 
only know, how far reafon could go upon thefe 
fubjedls, by obferving how far it did direEt thoie 
who were unacquainted with revelation : and 
the writings of thofe can only be admitted as 
froof in this cafe, who knew no help but that 
of their own reafon, diredled by the dim light 
of a corrupted tradition. And whoever is con*' 
verfant in thefe writings muft obferve the grolT- 
eft ignorance, and the moft flagrant errors in 
matters of religion, and the utmoft defe6t in the 
fyftems of their beft moralifts, produftive of 
the moft fcandalous immoralities in pradtice. 

Let us add this too to the excellence of chri- 
ftian morality, that it is propofed as pradlicable 
by a moft perfed: example. The life and ac- 
tions of the great Redeemer, when inveftcd 
with human nature, are a p3,ttern for his fol- 
lowers to walk by. He himfelf praftifed what 
he taught, and gave to men an unfpotted ex- 
ample of every thing lovely and holy. The 
contrary to all which is true of the heathen 
philofophers. They fpake but did not. After 
all their fine fpeeches in the praife of virtue, 
many of them were enflaved to the moft fcan- 
dalous vices } and fufEciently declared, that 
they were not fo convinced of the truth of 
what they taught, as to think it neceflary to 
regulate dieir own conduct by it. 

I . Let 
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Let us adore then the goodnefs of God, who 
hath given us fuch an excellent rule, as to be 
^ble to direft us in the path that leadeth unto 
life. And let us « walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith we are called. Let our aftions be re- 
gulated by the rules of the gofpel, and they 
will be lovely and praife- worthy. We ftiall then 
exhibit the genuine pidure of true chriftianity, 
when it is produ6tive of a holy life, and fhall fo 
make ' our light toftnne before merty that they may 
fee our good works j and glorify our Father who is 
in heaven^ 
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ESSAY XV. 

On the meam of grace. 

IN order to attain l^ fanftification of die (pir 
rit and holinefs required of qhriiliansy there 
are certain means Appointed by die fpirit of 
God whereby we are to gain a growth in grace 
and increafe in chriftian knowledge. The chief 
of theie are the facraments^ reading of Gop's 
ward^ p'oyer^ and meditation. By the*uie of 
thefe noeans die foul as truly gains fpiritual nou- 
rifhment, as the body does proper fupport by 
natural food , and as the latter for want of due 
fuftenance muft neceif^urily grow faint, and lan- 
guid, and at laft confume and die ; fb the for- 
mer without the help of thefe means will grow 
inienfible to divine things, and at laft lofe \^% 
union with God in which it's fpiritual life con- 
fifts. 

The ^^ facraments are outward vifible figns 
^^ of inward and fpiritual grace given pnto us : 
*' they were ordained by Chrijt himielf as the 
^* means whereby we receive the fame grace, 
^' and pledges, to affure us thereof/' The fa- 
craments are two, Baptifm^ and the Lord^s fup- 
per. 

I. Baptifm is the facrament of our admiflion 
into the church of Cbrifty and conveys to us the 
great privilege of being made members of 
CbriJPs myftical body, and of having a title to. 
«11 the promifes of God in Cbriji. This exter- 
na] 
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nal rite of being * baptized in the name of the Fa- 
ther^ Son, and Holy Gboft^ expresfly enjomed by 
Chriji himfelf and ^ praftifed by his apoftles, 
cannot without great prefumption and hazard 
beneglcfted, where there is an opportunity of it's 
being adminiftred : inafmuch as it is the (ign 
and the « medium of conveying that grace, 
whereby we are renewed in the fpirit of our 
minds : and fo neceflary that our Saviour ex- 
presfly declares, * except a man be born of water 
and of the fpirit y he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God : and was thought of fuch cpnfequence and 
indifpenfible neceflity by one of his apoftles, that 
he ordered it to be adminiftred ^ven after the 
baptifm of the fpirit had been received. * Then 
anjivered Peter ; Can any man forbid water ^ that 
tbefe jhould not be baptized^ who have received the 
Holy Ghoft^ as well as we ? And he commanded 
them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. 

II. The facrament of the Lord's /upper fo- 
lemnly inftituted by Chrift himfelf, is a ^ memo- 
rial of his death and fufferings. By it we are 
called upon to renew in our minds a fenfe of 
our redeemer's love to man and to praife him 
for the great mercy of redemption. As if is 
an inftituted reprefentation of the great atone- 
ment made by Chrift^ we may reafonably fup- 
pofe it, when received in a faidiful, humble, 
and thankful heart, to be the means of that a- 
tenement being applied to our fouls. It is ex- 
presfly called by an infpired apoftle, a com- 
munion of the body and blood of Chrift; and fo 
rnay truly be faid to be the great means of unit- 
ing U3 tp him. And fo indifpenfible is our 

obligation 
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obligation to receive it frequently and ferioufly, 
that ^ unkfs we eat tbefiejh pf the fan ofmattj and 
drink his blood (which We can no otherwife do, 
than in this facramental way) we have no life in 
us. And of fuch great advantage was this to 
man, that that our blefled faviour declares, ^ fVitb 
defire I have deftred to eat this paffover with you 
before Ifuffer •, tho* this paffover had nothing to 
diftinguifh it from others, but the fubfequent 
inftitution of the LoRD*s-fuppcr. 

III. In order to gain a true knowledge of God 
and his will, and a relifh for fpiritual things we 
muft ferioufly and devoutly read his word. * For 
faith cometh by hearings and hearing by the word 
of God : We may be affured that an attentive 
reading of the fcriptures is the true means of be- 
ing acquainted with the will of God, and of 
acquiring a habit of being obedient to it, fincc 
^ 2\\fcripture is given by infpiration of God, atid 
is profitable for doffrine^ for reproof for correSion^ 
for inftruSion in right eoufnefs^ that the man of God 
may be perfeSty throughly furnifhed unto all good 
works. Now. what the Holy Spirit pronounces 
profitable or conducive, is certainly the means ap^ 
pointed to attain that end : And when our Sa- 
viour referred the Jews xo the fcriptures, fay- 
ing « fearch the fcriptures^ for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life^ he ftill lays the fame in- 
jun6l:ion upon us as a means to attain the fame 
end. Hence bur Saviour after his refurredion, 
declared to his difciples the truth of his mif- 
fion, and the neceffity of his ^fuffering ihofe 
things he did^ and of his entering into glory, by 
4fpemng their underftandings that they might under- 

fiand 
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fiani the fcriftures % and hegiimf^ at ^Jks and 
all the prophets be expounded unto tbem in all tie 
fcriptures the things concermng bimfelf. Hence 
the Bereans are commended thai: they ^ fear eked 
the firiptures daily , whether thofe things the apo- 
ftles preached to them were fo : and Timothy is 
put in mind that from a child he had known the 
boh fcripturesy which were aMs to make him wife 
unUi falvation through faith which is in Chrift Je- 
I'us. The divine truths by being frequently 
read will become familiar to us : ^ by them we 
fhidU be furnifhed with a fund of divine know- 
kdge^and be enabled, according to the ' exam- 
ple of our blefled Saviour, to anfwer the temp- 
ter in the words of trudh, and to make him fiee 
from us. 

IV. To reading we muft add fervent and-con- 
fiant prayer^ another appointed means of draw* 
ing down tht divine bleffing^. ' JJk and itjhall 
he given you^ feek and ye fhall find^ knock and it 
fi)all he opened unto you. By prayer we exprefs 
our dependence on God, and confidence in him 
as the only giver of all goodnefs, from whom 
• • every good and every perfeS gift comet b. It is 
this that puts the foul into a heavenly frape, 
raifes it from the earth, and, as it were, carries 
it into the immediate prefence of it's God. It 
is this that fpiritualizes our afFedions^ and tends. 
to infjMre us with that true temper oif chriilian 
piery, which at the fame time that it is exercifed 
in homage to the great God, extends its views 
to all mankind, and breathes a fpirit of univer- 
fal charity, by interceding for ^11 at the throne 
of grace.' 

V. Our 



/ 



Ess. XV. On the means of grace. kj . 

V. Our fpiritual life too will be greatly ad- 
vanced by a devout meditation en the things of 
God, and thefe which cdhcern our everlafting 
falvation. Thus « Ifaac tt;^/ out to tneMate in 
ibifiMintbe ro^fhtidt^ aAdJ^Matsxronunaad^ 
to « meditate in the hook 4)f the law daynmd night ; 
and that man i& termed * bl^ed by the royai 
Pfalnaift, whofe delight ii in the law ofthehoKD^ 
and in his law doth meditate day and night. Aakl 
the £une royal prophet profefles of himfelf r I 
wiff me£tate in thy precept $^ and have reJpeS unt^ 
thy ways ; and again, mine eyes prevent the night- 
watches^ that I might meditate on thy word. Fre- 
quently to retire, and by a holy abftradion of 
thought from earthly things to meditate on the 
things of eternity is the happy means of gaining 
a deadnefs to fenfual things, and a lively fenfe 
of religion. Meditation on the redeemer's love^ 
and the gracious promifes of God eternal in the 
heavens, will quicken us unto a lively fenfe of 
our true and real intereft, and make us a6tive 
and couragious in the fervice of our God and 
our Redeemer. 

The divine bleffing on the ufe of thefe and 
fuch like means frequently invoked, and habi- 
tually defired by us, will make them effedual 
to our fanftification. By them we (hall grow 
up to ^perfeii men^ unto the meafure of thejlature 
ofi thefuln^s of Chrift. Let it be our pUafurc 
riien, as it our imereft to be employed in them. 
^Sojball we he cktmfiklfroma^jUtbinefs of the 
fhfk and J^iiy p^'fe&if^ boBnefs in tie fear of 
the Lord. 
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ESSAY XVI. 

On ihepromifes of God to cbrijiian obedience^ 
and the puntjhments denounced on impenitence. 

IT is certain that after all we can do, ftill wd 
are » unprofitable fervants * we have done but 
that which was our duty to do^ even fuppofing 
we performed a perfeft and compleat obedience ; 
and therefore can have no pretence for merit, no 
ground to expeft a reward, unlefs from the un- 
merited favour and free promife of God. The 
promifes of God to chriftian obedience are of 
this nature, and the rewards annexed to a faith* 
f ul difcharge of duty, are by no means a debt 
due to any merit of ours, but the free gift of 
God in thrift Jefus. 

It hath plealed God but of his (uperabun* 
dant gbodnefs to promife ^ eternal life to tbofe 
who fight the gdod fight of faith ^ and fintfh their 
courfe with joy. « To him that overcomethy that is, 
to him who fo attends and is obedient to the in- 
fluences of divine grace, as thereby to be enabled 
to overcome the corruptions of his fallen na- 
ture, the wiles of the devil, ahd the fnares of 
this world, and to live unto Jefus that died for 
him ; to him that thus over cornet h will I give^ 
faith God, to eat of the tree of life^ which is in 
the midft of the paradife of God : that is, he fhall 
be a partaker of that divine life in heaven, the 
celeftial paradife, of which the tree of life in 

K the 
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the earthly paradife was an inftituted emblem^ 
from which man was debarred by tranfgreffion. 

The Ipirit of God hath given us numerous 
affurances of the divine love to us, in giving Ud 
fuch great and precious promifes> to animate our 
endeavours, and to induce us to walk in the way 
that leadeth. unto life. * Thus, the gift €fGoi> is 
eternal life through Jefus Chrift our Lord. « -rf 
crown of glory that fadeth not away eternal in the 
heavens^ awaits thofe who through the divine 
^ace afTifting them, cppofe, and by oppofing 
at length fubdue the enemies of their fouls, the 
world, the flelh, and the devil. A gracious 
f welcome and an entrance into his almighty 
majiet^s joy^ are ready for the good and faithful 
fervantj who does his mafter*s work on earth, 
and promotes his glory. 

Tnefe and numberlefs other exprelCons of 
the fame kind point out a ftate of never-ending 
happinefs, the fure reward of our faith and pa- 
tience ; and are kindly held out to us by our all- 
merciful redeemer, as motives and encourage- 
ments to us to perfeverein every good word 
and work; ^ to bejledfaji and immoveable always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forafmucb as 
ive know J that is, we may depend upon the di- 
vine veracity, that our labour will not be in vain 
in the Lord. 

On the other hand, how dreadful are the pu- 
nilhments denounced againfl: thofe, who either 
rejeft or do not improve under the gracious 
means of falvation oflFered them 1 ** He that be- 
lieveth notjhall be damned \Jtnce the wrath of God 
abidetb on him^ in that ftate of corrupt nature 

he 
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he choofes to continue in. * ^be wicked fiaU ie 
turned infv beUj and all the people that forget God» 
^ yriiulation and anguijb upon every fm of moM 
that doth evil. Our Saviour has folemnly de- 
clared the lentence, that will be pronounced 
in the awful day of judgment on the ungodly 
profeflbrs of his religion. * *Tben will Iprofefs 
unto them I never knew you^ depart from me ye 
that work iniquity. * Depart from me ye cur fed 
into evertaftiug fire prepared for the devil and bis 
angels. And " tbefe^ fays he, fball go away into 
everlafling puni/bment^ *> where their worm dietb 
not and their fire is not quenched. Threatnings, 
thefe, enough to make the ftouteft heart to trem- 
ble ! images of diftrefs and puniihment fuffi- 
cient to convince us, that very dreadful indeed, 
irretrievably miferable will be their ftate, who 
live without God in the worlds or who ' tread 
underfoot the Son of God, and count the blood of 
the covenant an unholy things and do defpite unto 
tbefpirit of grace. 

Let us apply then the natural pafllons of 
hope and fear implanted in us by the God of 
nature to the nobleft purpofes they can poffibly 
be applied, namely, to deter us from vice and 
excite us to the purfuit of holinefe : to animate 
our endeavours to walk in the way that leadetb 
unto life, and to rouze and quicken our appre- 
henfions of that mifery which will attend a wil- 
ful difregard to the commands of an all-power- 
ful and jealous God. May the goodnefs of 
God lead us to repentance, to a ferious conver- 
lion of our hearts to him ! and may his terrors 
awaken us from the deep of fin ! that being 
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wholly fanftified both in body and foul, we 
may receive our divine mafter's approbation, 
and attain that ftate of compleat happinefs he 
hath promifed to his faithful fervants. 

ESSAY 
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ESSAY XVII. 

On the great privileges of a chrijiian. 

* T^ ^ A N in a ftate of corrupt nature is 
jLVA blind, weak and finful, averfe to fpi- 
rituar things, an alien from God, on whom his 
happincfs depends, and fubjcd to eternal punifh- 
ment for his apoftacy from God, and difobe- 

dience to his laws.. r- ^ Man by redemption 

hath his underftanding informed in the mofl: 
interefting truths, his weaknefs affifted by the 
powerful aid of God's holy fpirit, and his af- 
fedlions changed and fanftified by divine grace. 
He is no longer an alien from Godj but the a- 
dopted fon of God' in Chriji Jefus, an heir of Godj 
and joint 'heir with Chriji ; and farther, his re- 
deeming God, wbo is the propitiation for his 
finsy is his advocate with the father^ and pleads 
his own merits as a fufficient reafon for remit- 
ting the punifhment due to man's tranfgreffion ; 
and moreover holds out to him a crown of ne- 
ver-ending happinefs, as a reward of his con- 
tinuing faithful unto the end^ and being ejiablijh- 
ed in every good word and work. 

The following texts of fcripture very parti- 
cularly defcribe the high privileges of the re- 
generate chriftian. — ^ """Then fpake Jefus again 
unto them J faying-, I am the light of the world: he 
that followeth me fball not walk in darknefs^ hut 

Jhall have the light of life. ^ 1 thank my God 

always on your behalf^ for the grace of God which 

is 
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is given you by Jefus Cbrifty that in every thing ye 
are enriched by him in. all utterance j and in all 
knowledge. — — ^ fhe day-ff ring from on high bath 
vifited us to give light to them that Jit in darknefs 
and in the Jhadow of deaths to guide our feet inta 

the way of peace, ^ And fuch were fome of 

you : but ye are wafioed^ but ye arefanffi^d^ but 
ye are juftified in the name of the Lord Jefus^ and 
by the Jpirit of our God.- — ^ * Torn that were fome- 
time alienated, and enemies in yttur minds ty wicked 
works ^ yet now hath he reconciled in the bodf of 
his fiejb through deaths to freferU you holy and un^ 
hlameable, and unreproveable in hisjght.---'-^ ^Te 
have not received the fpirit of bondage again to 
fear ; but ye have received the fpirit of adoption^ 
whereby we cry, Abba^ 'Father. The fpirit itfelf 
beareth witnefs with our ffirit^ that we are the 
children of God ; and if children then heirs ; heirs 
of God and joint -heirs with Chrifi. -^-^ ipor this 
purpofe the Son of God was marnfefted, that be 
might dejieoy the works of the devil. --^-'^^ In whom 
we have redemption through bis bloody the forgive- 
nefs of finsy according to the riches of his grace.-^ 
' As by the offence of one, judgement came upon aU 
men to condemnation : even fa by the rigbteoufnefs 
of one, the free gift came upon all men unto jufiiJS- 
cation of life. — '■^^-^^ therefore being jufiijied by 
faith we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jefus Chrijl. *The fon of man came to feek and 

tofave that which was loft. • Godfo loved the 

world that be gave bis onfy-begottenfon, that who- 
mever believetb in him fiould not perifh but have 

everlajling life. ^ Since by man came death, by 

man came alfo the refurreBion of the dead : for as 

in 
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in Jdam all dkj evenjb in Chriftjhatt all h made 
dfiw.-— "» deaths ivbere is tiyjing? O grave^ 
^viA>ire is tby ndBavj^ fbeJHng ^f death is fin^ and 
iie ftr^ngih vf ^ is d>e mv \ hut shanks h to 
Gvd^. whub givetb us the nji£ttr) tbn? our Lord 
jfefus Cbrift. —-'But h^tjo being made free frcm Jin^ 
and become firvanfs to God^ you have your fruit 
unT4> bdinefsj ^md the end everlq/ting life. For she 
-tt^rg-w cf^n is death J hut tbe gift vf God is eternal 
life tbrmgb Je/us Chriji mr Lord. — • Blejfed be 
tbe God and Father of our Lord Jefus Cbrijiy wb& 
aceording to bis abundant mercy hath begotten m 
again unto a livefy bope^ by tbe refurreBion of 
yefus 0>rifi from tbe dead^ to an inheritance in- 
corruptible mid undefiiedi and that fadetb not a- 
^ayy referved in heaven for you^ who are kept by 
the pow^ of God thro* faith unto fahmtiom, tmify 
to be revealed intbelqfi time. — ^f^yo fbdl fepa- 
(•ate us from the kve ofChrifl f Shall tribulation 
t)r diftrefSj or perfecutionj or famine^ or nakednefs^ 
er peril y orfword? Nay^ in all tbefe things we 
are more than conquerors^ through him that loved 
4u^ Fsr I am perfuaded^ that neither deaths nor 
life J nor angels^ nor principalities^ nor powers^ nor 
things pte^^ nor things to come^ nor.heigbt nor 
depths nor any other (reiUUre^ fhall be able to fepa- 
rati us from ^the leve «/. God^ which is in Cbrifi 
Jefus 0ur Lord. 

Such is the dcfcription giv^ti us by the uner- 
ring fpirit of truth, of the blefled condition of 
cheiaithful chriftianl So many are the high 
privileges of redemption above the miiery of ^ 

oorropt nature ! ^Bkfled God ! grant that we 

may give all diligence to ' add to our faith vir^ 

tue^ 
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fue^ and to make, this ''our great calling and 
eleSlion fure. * IVhat manner ofperfons ought we 
to be in all holy converfation and godlinefSy who 
have fuch great and precious promifes laid be- 
fore us. How circumfpedt and watchful, left 
we again fall back into perdition, through the 
wiles of the devil, and the corruption of our 
own nature. ^ For if we Jin wilfully after we have 
received the knowledge, of the truthy there remainetb 
no more facrifice for Jins^ hut a certain fearful look- 
i^S f^^ ^f judgement J and fiery indignation which 
fixall devour the adverfaries. But if we * continue 
faithful unto deaths Chrift will give us a crown of 
life : if we » bold faji the profejjion of our faith 
without waverings ^ looking unto JefuSy the author 
andfinijher of our faith^ he will at the awful day 
of judgement welcome us into the kingdom of 
heaven, with the moft raviftiing of all falutations, 
« Come ye blejfed of my father ^ inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 
* enter ye into the joy of your Lord. 

ESSAY 
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Vu the 'holy Scriptures. 

A S the truths and duties before explained 
jljL ^^ built on revelauon, and are deduced 
from fcripture, it will be*bighly prqper to con- 
fider the obligation .man is under to fubmit jto 
what is revealed by God s and Jikowifc to proves 
that the holy fcriptures contain this jevelatiqn. 

God .orijginally formed man with a capacity 
of knowing and ferying him. He gave him 
reafpn, not to find out by itfelf the truths of 
religion, but to underAand .and make ufe of 
them when revealed. AU ,man's .knowledge of 
Ipiritual things came firft by infoijmatioji Trom 
God. • God revealed himfelf :to and convcrfed 
with man in Paradife, and ihcreby fugplied him 
with proper fubjefts on which -he might em- 
ploy his rcafoning faculty. The truths revealed 
by God then .are not to be tried by the teft of 
human reafon fo far, as to be rcjeded if .that 
cannot .coniprehend, or doth not approve of 
them: but human reafon piuft take it's direc- . 
tion from, and be guided by iipvelation in this 
refpeft. When it does fo, it is right reafon^ as 
being employed for the purpofes it was defigned 
for. When it exalts itfelf aigainft the moft high, 
and oppqfes itfelf to God, it muft neceflarily 
lead us, as it did Jdam^ into error, by prefum- 
ing to know good and evil contrary to revela- 
tion, and mijft be produtftive of the fame dread- 
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ful confequenccs. — It is abfurd then as well as 
impious for man to rejeft the truths of revela- 
tion, efpecially fuch as refpeft' thfe diVine nature 
and attributes, attd God's dealings with man, 
merely becaufe he cannot fully comprehend 
them, or fee the grounds of the divine proceed- 
ings, for this plain reafon, that it is impofftble 
for a finite being to cemprehend an infinite. Man's 
duty is to examine tha evidence, that the reve?* 
lation is from God ; and if that be fatisfadtory, 
implicitly to receive it as fuch •, and to feek to 
underftand the revealed truths fo far, and no 
farther thun God hath thought fit to reveal 
them. — He will find proper and abundant em- 
ployment for his reafon in comparing, in ad- 
miring, in fearching into, and in propagating 
the revealed truths. He may find a happy ex- 
ercife of his reafoning faculties in engaging his 
heart and afFeftions to God, and employing 
thetB in his fervice. This is his proper duty, 
and this will prove his final happinefs. 

Now the fcriptures of the old and new tefta- 
ment claifti to themfelves the title of the word 
of God. It is of the utmoft confequence that 
we ht convinced, that this claim is fupported 
by truth, otherwifc We fhall not treat them as 
we ought. If they are What they claim to be, 
they demand our mofl: attentive ^nd reverential 
regard. And we fhall gain conviftion herein, 
if we employ our reafon, where it may inno- 
cently and ufefully, and ought to be employed, 
in confidering the following particulars. 

— That they were written or didated by m^n 
infpired by the holy fpirit of God, who gave 

incon- 
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incpnteftable proofs to thofe they lived with, 
that they were infpired, by undoubted miracles 
which they performed : and have proved thcm- 
felves fuch to us by the exaft fulfilling of "pro- 
phecies which they uttered. 

— That in particular the tranfaftions record- 
ed by Mofes were teftified by a ritual of fer- 
vices and cereoionies founded upon thefe tranf- 
l^dlions ; which ritual was fcrupuldufly obferved, 
firft by thofe who. were eye-witnefles of thefe 
tranfaftions, and religioufly adhered to by their 
pofterity for ages : nay, which are ftow teftified 
in a great degree by the prefent Jjswsy who, 
though difperfed in great numbers thro' every 
nation under heaven, yet remain a diftinct 
people unconneftcd with, and feparate from all ; 
as a ftanding miracle to prove the truth of thofe 
writings which foretel this their wonderful dif- 
perfion among and diftihftion from all other 
nations, until the ^fulnefs of the Gentiles he come- 
in. And the fafts relatipg to Jefus Cbrift were 
fo well known and attefted, that numbers were 
thereby converted to chriftianity, who' tranf- 
mitted the truth of thefe fafts to their pofterity ; 
to which fafts the eftabliftiment and difcipline 
of the chriftian church, in every fi^cce0ive gcr 
neration, have given a conftant and unfufpeSed 

teftimony. That the feyeral writings or holy 

fcripture, though penned by different perfons at 
diftant periods ot time, yet all go upoQ the 
fame plan, all fuppofe the tniih of and refer 
to the former fcriptures. Mofcj and the later 
prophets, tho* at fome thoufand years diftaqce 
0f time, yet agree together and build upon the 
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fame foundation : and the writers of the new. 
teftamcnt refer to and fuppofe the truth of the 
fads recorded in the old ; their grand defign 
being to (heW, that the prediftions concerning, 
the Mefliah, contained in the prophetical wri- 
tings of the old teftament, were fulfilled in ther 
perfon and fufferings of Jefus ; and they take 
thofe predidions as the foundation of their 
reafonii^ on that fubjed:. So that if the bible 
be an impofture it muft be carried on by a 
concurrence of perfons, and in a manner fo near 
to impojftble^ that it is abfurd to mention the 
fuppofition : — And that the tendency of fcrip- 
fure in refpeft of it's hiftory, it's precepts^ and 
examples is fo much adapted to promote true 
notions of God, fo confonant to the divine 
glory, and fo s^reeable to the nature and in- 
terefts of man, that it is really impoffible itfhpuld 
proceed from any other than Jehovah, our 
great God, our Creator y Redeemer^ and San£lifier. 
And lead any doubt (hould arife, that pofTibly 
the fcriptures we now have, may not be the 
fame, which were originally written by the in- 
fpired penmen, be pleafed to confider,— — that 
they contain the ritual of fcrvices inftituted di- 
reftly on thofe great tranfadions recorded by 
Mofesy in the manner it was and ftill is in a 
great meafure obferved by the Jews : — that the 
fcriptures of the old teftament were very early 
tranflated into Greeks and thofe of the new tef- 
tament into every language almoft under hea- 
ven : — that thefe tranflations are materially^ and 
to all fubftantial purpofes^ the fame as the origi- 
fials : — that thofe nations, who received tbem, 

are 
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are fo abfolutely unconneded withy and un- 
known to each other, that there can be no 
poflibility of a combination between them: — 
and that numbers of important paflages receive 
a collateral teftimony from the quotations ouc 
of the fcriptures, now extant in writers of every 
age both chriftian and heathen. 

It cannot be, but through want of a thorougjk 
knowledge of the ori^nai language^ in thoie 
who have from time to time tran dated theie 
fcriptures, and of exadneis in thole who have 
tranfcribed thenv» Ipme errors muft unavoidably 
have crept in : but they are fuch as concern not 
any fundamental doSrine or precept. The feveral 
copies ^ee in the main, and correipond with 
each other in every thing that relates to fdtk 
and pradice, though they dilagree in fome few 
unimportant particulars. Which various read- 
ings, though indufirioufly coUeded and inio- 
lently gloried in by thofe who fcek after every 
little argument to give a fpecious pretext tor 
their fcepticifm; or who are vain enough to 
imagine, that every petulant attack upon le- 
ceived opinions is a proof of their own iuperior 
learning and abilities, yet are eafily reconciled 
by found criticifm; and as they concern on^T 
fmall matters, are candidly overlooked by thof^-, 
who know that the feveral copies of the holy 
fcriptures agree in the general and necejfaij points 
of doSrine ; and who do not expeft, as they 
have no right to exped, a (landing miracle to 
keep them uncorrupt in every the mofl: minute 
particular, from the inattention and inaccuracy 

of 
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of thofe who tranfcribe them, or the want of 
proper knowledge in thofe who tranflate them. 
As the holy fcriptures then carry with them 
fuch undoubted marks of a divine original ; as 
the authenticity of the prefent copies is as un- 
queftionably proved, as the nature of the fub- 
jedl will admit; and as the various readings arc 
fuch as concern no doftrine or duty neccflary 
to falvation, let us ferioufly attend to the obli- 
gations we are under to receive thefe fcriptures 
as a fufficieot rule of faith and pradlice. Let* 
ws confider them as ^the « livsfy cracks ef Gody 
containing the revelation of his will to us, and 
an unerring direftion to us in running the race 
that is fet before us, Thefe confiderations, if 
they are fuffered to have their due weight upon 
us, will induce us to fet a due value on the fa- 
cred records, and incline us to the diligent, 
ftudy of them« 

THE 
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CONCLUSION, 



TH E Foregoing Eflays exhibit to you, 
my dear boys, fome of the fundamental 
truths contained in the holy fcriptures, in them^ 
felves moji important and of ti)e higheft concern- 
tnent to man. It is my earned defire to have 
thefe truths deeply imprinted on your minds, 
becaufe they , are the foundation of all true 
knowledge, and lead to everlafting happinefs. 
By them you are acquainted with your true 
ftate here, and fupplied with the means' of being 
happy to all eternity. They inform you what 
man originally was, what he is now, and what 
he may be; namely, — ^ creatun defigned for 
happinefs in the fubjeftion of his will to the 
divine, and endowed by God with abilities to 
know, to adore, and to obey his almighty 
Creator : — a creature^ who by oppofing his will 
to God's, fell from his innocence, and confe- 
quently from his happinefs -, and was punifhed 
with the corruption of his" natural faculties, and 
fubjed to the penalty of God's difpleafure for 
the tranfgreflion of his laws : which difpleafure, 
as it has an immortal foul for it's objedt, muft 
make him eternally miferable : — a creature re-» 
deemed from this mifery by the free offer of 
mercy in the fon of God's love, promifed im- 
mediately after the fall ; who in the fulnefs of 

time 
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lime taking human nature upon him, fufFering 
therein, dying for our ^ns, and rifing again for 
our juftification, is thereby become the propi- 
ttafiton -for the fias of ithe whole world ; and who 
4ias fent *his *fpirit into our hearts to fenftify our 
corrupt afFeftions and convert them to God I 
and who hath promi&d eternal life, to all who 
telieve in and obey him as their Saviour, and 
continue in his love to the end of their lives. 

Thefe truths are the fubjeft of divine revda- 
tion, which claim your attention on the account 
oif their importancey and demand your acceptanqe 
^n the account of tihe revealer of fbem, the 
mighiy God and terrible^ all-wife, all-merciful, 
and all-powerful. Your reafon, a moft excel- 
lent gift, and "by which you are diftinguilhed 
from the beads that pcrifli, muft be fubmitted 
to his direftion who gave it 5 and yourgreateft 
wifdom will corifift in owning yourfelves obliged 
to recerye inftruftion from him, who is infinite 
in wifdom, and infinite in goodnefs -to the chil- 
dren of men. 

It is not to be fuppofed, that you have as y^t 
fully confidercd thefe things. Your reafor^ 
.which daily opens and difcovers to you new 
truths, doubtlefs appears to you fomething no- 
ble and glorious -, and fo it truly is : but do not 
flatter yourfelves that it is all-fi/fficienty or that 
it can of Ufelf lead you to the knowledge of 
truths by their nature infinitely above it's reach; 
-or juftify you in rejefting thofe truths, merely 
becaufe you cannot fee the propriety of them. 
As you advance in human fcience, you will 
find your reafon fo often foiled as to oblige you 
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\6 acknowledge it's imperfeftion : and whrti 
you apply it to the confideration of divine 
things, you will experience it fo entirely inade- 
quate to the fubjefts, and fo unfit to be youfr 
file dircdtor in thefe refpetls, that you will 
thinks if you think rightly, your higheft wif- 
doih to confift in fubmitting it to a divine 
guidance. Reafon is a noble inftrument in the 
hand of God,, to enable you to underftand what 
he thinks fit to reveal concerning himfelf, his 
attributes, and dealings with mankind : if once 
you take this inftrument out of the direfting 
hand of God, you will neceflarily be led into 
error, and inftead of truth be purfuing a delu- 
five phantom of your own imaginations. Rea- 
fon is to the foul what the eye is to the body, 
the organ of vifion ; but as the one cannot per- 
form it's office without the natural, fo neither ^ 
can the other without the divine light. The 
cafe of the heathen world, and the many grofs 
miftakeSi which you have had an opportunity 
of obferving in the courfe of your ftudies, they 
were led into, may abundantly convince you, 
that human reafon, deftitute of divine direftion, 
cannot bring men to the knowledge of the truth, 
cannot but lead them into error. 

When you have once learnt to know your- 
felves, and to be fenfible of your own weaknefs^ 
you will regard the fcriptures as an inejlimable 
treajure^ the fountain of all ufeful knowledge^ and 
the records of your eternal inheritance. You will 
continually beg the divine aid, that you " may 
" fo mark, 1 earn and inwardly digeft what is 
•* contained in them, that by patience and com- 

M fort 



[7«] 

** fort of God's holy word, yeo n»y crtibrace 
** and ever hold fall the bkfled hope ofevfrlaft- 
" ing life which God hadi givfcn us bjr ytjus 
" Chrifi." 

Efpecially the cbrifiian fcbslar wUl think it 
very unbecoming to be veHcd in heathen authors^ 
and to apply his whole ftudy in inveftigating 
-dieir beauties, whilfl the lacred jcripturea the 
invaluahk deport of all true wifdom lye negl^ted. , 
He will confider bis learning as ftibfervl^nt -ta 
the great end of making him nlore enable of 
underflandihg Gchj's word. He will not con- 
tent hifnfclf frith any fireams let ihfiin be evef 
fo pure, but will go to the fountimi beed^ and 
will take fome pans to enable him to r^ad the 
fcripliures in the langsaget in which they wer* 
written. And the profit and ti^leaftire he wit! 
Tedp from them will abundfantJy rSfrard his la- 
bour. He will find them replete with the boldeft 
figures,- the moftftrikihg images, ahd the nioft 
propereKprcfiionsbcyond'the po*erof any trarf- 
fation fiilly to unfoM. They *ill convey tbhis 
mind true notions of the ftate of things in the 
natural world, as well aS «jf God's moral deai- 
ings with mankind. He will find them through- 
out breathe a fpirit of love to min, in ihftru^l- 
ing, in warning, in reproving^ In encouraging 
him. In fine, they will fo charm him with thdir 
fimplicity, their concifchefs, and the ejfpreflive 
energy of their diftion, defigncd to convey the 
mofl- imnnrrani- tT.iths 10 thc mind of man ih 
beautiful, and fublime lan- 
1 feel them to be what in 
vonis of tternal life , iand will 
think 
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l^nk his ftudies nevsr more pppperly applied, 
than when he is employed in fearcbing the fcrvp- 
fureSf fince they alone will make him wife unto fal- 
vationy and teach him to know that, which is 
^bove ^11 things worthy to be known, Jefus 
Cbrift and him crucified. 

By this your clofe attention tp an4 ftudy of 
the holy fcriptures you will avoid two extremes 
equally dangerous, and produdive of the moft 
fatal confequences, I me^n, an indifference i^ 
religion^ and a faulty entbujiafm. If you read 
your bible y^ifl^ you cannot be indifferent in 
feligious matters, becaufe the truths recorded 
there will appear to you of fuch great- concern- 
fnenty ^nd come recommended to you by fo high 
an authority^ as to require your reception of 
them with ^U tl^e faculties ot your mind \ ^nd 
will excite in you a holy zeal to propagate them. 
You will thence know that Gop requires the 
nobolebe^rty and that as be is afpiritj he muft be 
wor/bifped infpirit 0nd in truth: therefore itwiU 
be impoffible for thofe who live under thefe per- 
fi^fions to be cool \i\ his fervice, or to profei^ 
M indifference in legard either to the do<5lrines or 
duties revealed by him. Qn the other hand 
neither will you be lifted up above your ^^reth^ 
ren with the notion of new revelations and par- 
ticular favours beftowed vpon ypurfelycs, which 
tend to make men think more highly of themfelves 
than they ought to thinks ai>4 to defpife others. 
You will perceive the fyfficiency of the written 
word to be fuch as to preclude the neceffity of new 
revelations \ the only favour you will lay claim to 
will h^ that, which is cpmmon to all fmcere believers 
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>vho feek and aflc it, namely, the divine affift- 
anre of God*s holy fpirit, to opn your eyes that 
you may fie the wondrous things of the divine laws \ 
and to inc;line and enable you fo to read as to 
underjland^ and fo to underiland as to receive 
and' praftife .the words of eternal life. You will 
find humility to be fo much the great fubjeft 
of God's word, and that inculcated in no re- 
fpeft more earneftly than in regard to our own 
opinion of ourfelves, as efFeftually to kill in yoii 
fpiritual pride, and a vain preference of your- 
felves to others. You will have the nwfi lowly 
opinion of yourfelves, and the moji favourable of 
others, remembring thztyouflandbygrace^ and 

therefore all boafiing is excluded. You will 

hence become fober:, ftrious^ and regular chrif- 
tians, devoutly ufing the means of grace ap- 
pointed you, regularly obferving thofe inftitu- 
tions the chriftian church hath thought necejfary 
to fecure it's peace and welfare, and ftedfaftly 
adhering to God's word, as the only lamp tif 
'your feet^ and light unto your paths. 

ypu are advancing, my dear boys, to ripc- 
nefs of underftanding, and you are foon to go 
abroad from under my care, into the midft of 
a thoeghtlefs and giddy world, where vice and 
folly will undoubtedly attack you •, I therefore 
tnought it my duty to inform your minds in 
thefe momentous particulars^ which may, by being 
prefTed home ^pon your hearts by the divine 
bleffing, prove to you a defence againft their 
attacks. I would not be thought to impofe 
thefe upon you with the authority of a mafler, 
but to recommend to you with the ftncerity of a 

friend. 
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friend. Thefe effays then I beg you ferioufly 
to .perufe, and to keep by you, as a Jlanding 
proof of my tender regard to your prefent and 
future welfare ; and which, I flatter myfelf, 
piay be ufeful to you in the future part of your 
lives. However artlefs they may be in their 
conftruftion, they are the bcft teftimony I can 
give of my good-will to you. In that light I 
defire your acceptancp of them, and pray the 
divine fpirit to enlighten your minds with the 
knowledge of the important truths of which 
they treat, that they may prove to you fome 
afllftance againft the temptations you muft ex- . 
ped to meet with, and help to condud you 
in the way that leadeth unto life. 
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